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MEMOIRS OF REV. ¥OHN WiITHER- 
SPOON, D.D. L.L.D. FROM A DIS= 
COURSE DELIVERED ON THE 0Co 
CASION OF HIS DEATH, BY REV, 
JOHN RODGERS, D.D. OF NEW= 
YORK. 


THIS great man was de- 
{cended from a refpectable 
parentage, which had long 
poflefled a confiderable land- 
ed property in the eaft of 
Scotland. His father was 
minifter of the parifh of Yef- 
ter, a few miles from Edin- 
burgh, where hé was born 
on the fifth day of February, 
1722.* This worthy man 


* Dr. Witherfpoon was lineally 
defcended from that eminent man of 
God, the Rev. John Knox, whom 
Dr. ,Robertfon ftyles * the prime 
inftrument of {preading and eftablifh- 
ing the reformed religion in Scote 
land.”’ The genius, learning, piety, 
zeal and intrepidity of this great 
man rendered him fingularly quali- 
tied for the diftinguithed part he 
bore in that interefting event. It is 
recorded of Mary, Queen of Scots, 
that fhe faid, «« She was more afraid 
of John Knox’s prayers, than of an 
army of ten thoufand men.”” Worn 
out by inceffant labours, he died on 
the 27th day of Noy. 1572, in the 


was eminent for his piety, 
his literature, and for a hab- 
it of extreme accuracy in all 
his writings and difcourfes. 
This example contributed 
not alittle to form in his 
fon that tafte and that love 
of accuracy, united with a 
noble fimplicity, for which 
he was fo diftinguvifhed 
through his whole life. He 
was fent very young to the 
public fchool at Haddington. 
His father {pared neither ex- 
penfe nor pains in his edu- 
cation. There he foon ac- 
quired reputation for his af- 


67th year of his age. The Earl of 
Morton, then regent of Scotland, 
who attended his funeral, pronounc- 
ed his eulogium in a few words ; the 
more honourable for Mr. ,.Knox, 
fays the above hiftorian, as they 
came from one, whom he had often 
cenfured with peculiar feverity : 
‘Here lies HE, who never feared 
the face of man.’”? Mr. Knox’s 
daughter Elizabeth married the fa- 
mous Mr. John Welfh, who ftrong- 
ly refembled his father-in-law in 
genius, character and ufefulnefs in 
the church. Inthis line, Dr. With- 
erfpoon defcended from this houour- 


able ancettry, 
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fiduity in his ftudies, and for 
a native foundnefs of judg- 
ment, and clearnefs and 
quicknefs of conception a- 
mong his fchool fellows ; 
many of whom have fince 
filled the higheft ftations in 
the literary and __ political 
world. 

At the age of fourteen, he 
was removed to the Univer- 
fity of Edinburgh. Here he 
continued, attending the dif- 
ferent profeffors, with a high 
degree of credit in all the 
branches of learning, until 
the age of twenty-one, when 
he was licenfed to preach the 
gofpel. In the theological 
hall, particularly, he was _re- 
marked for a moft judicious 
tafte in facred criticifm, and 
for a precifion of idea, and 
perfpicuity of expreflion, 
rarely attained at that early 
period. 

Immediately on his leaving 
the Univerfity, he was invit- 
ed to be afliftant minifter 
with his father, with the 
right ef fuacceflion to the 
charge. But he chofe rather 
to accept dn invitation from 
the parifh of Beith, im the 
weft of Scotland. Here he 
was ordained to the work 
of the gofpel miniftry, and 
fettled with the univerfal ac- 
quiefcence, and even with 
the fervent attachment of 
the people ; a circumftance, 
which, under the patronage 
that unhappily exifts in that 
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church, is but too rarely the 
cafe in the fettlement of their 
clergy. His charaéter as 2 
preacher, which rendered 
him fo acceptable and popu- 
lar, willcome more natural- 
ly before us in another place. 
Let it fuffice to remark here, 


that, always interefting and 


inftrudtive in the pulpit, he 
was afliduous in the dif- 
charge of every parochial 
duty, when out of it. And 
his preaching generally turn- 
ed on thofe great, diftinguifh- 
ing and practical truths of 
the gofpel, which, in every 
chriftian country, mott affect 
and attach the hearts of the 
great body of the people. 
From Beith he was, after 
a few years, tranflated to the 
large and flourifhing town 
of Paifley, fo celebrated for 
its various and fine manufac- 
tures. Here he refided in 
the height of reputation and 
ufefulnefs, and rivetted in 
the affections of his people 
and his fellow citizens, whén 
he was Called to the Prefiden- 
cy of this College.* During 
his refidence at Paifley, he 
was invited to Dublin, in 
Ireland, to aflume the charge’ 
of a nomerous and refpecta- 
ble congregation in that city. 
He was alfo called to Rotter- 
dam, in the Republic of the 
United Provinces, and to 
the town of Dundee, in_ his 
own country. But hecouldé 
* At Princeton; New-Jerfey. 
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not be induced to quit a 
{phere of fuch refpectability, 

comfort and ufefulnefs. He 
rejected alfo, in the fir in- 
ftance, the invitation of the 
truftees of this College. He 
thought it almoft im poflible 
for him to break connexions 
at home, that had been fo 
long endeared to him....to yi- 
olate all the attachments and 
habits of the female part of 
his family. ...to leave the fcene 
of his happinefs and honour 
...and in his middle career, 
to bury himfelf, as he appre- 
hended, ina new and diftant 
country. But, warmly urg- 
ed by all thofe friends, whoie 
judgment he moft refpected, 

and whofe friendfhip he moft 
efteemed....and hoping that 
he might repay his facrifices, 
by greater ufefulnefs to the 
caufe of the Redeemer, and 
to the interefts of learning 
in this new world.....and 
knowing that this inftitution 
had been confecrated from 
its foundation to thofe great 
objects, to which he had de- 
voted his life, he finally con- 
fented, on a fecond applica- 
tion, to wave eyery other 


sconfideration, to crofs the o- 


cean, and to take among us 


that important charge, to 
which he had _ been called, 


‘with the concurrent withes, P 


and the higheft expectations 
ef all the friends of the Col- 


lege.* Their expectations 
have not been difappointed. 
Its reputation and tuccefs, 
under his adminiftration, 
have been equal t to our moft 
fanguine hopes. 

Almoft the firft benefit, 
which it received, befides 
the eclat and the acceflions 
of ftudents procured to it by 
the fame of his literary char- 
acter, was the augmentation 
of its funds. Its finances 
from a variety of caufes 
were in a low and declinin 
condition at the period 
when Dr. Witherfpeon ar- 
rived in America. But his 
reputation excited an un- 
common liberality in the 
public ; and his perfonal ex- 
ertions, extended from Maf- 
fachufetts to Virginia, foon 
raifed its funds toa flourifh. 


* Dr. Witherfpoon arrived with 
his family at Brinceton in the month 
of Auguit, 1768. He was the fixth 
Prefidentof the College fince itsfoun- 
dation in the year 1746. His prede- 
ceffors were, Rev. Meffrs. Jonathan 
Dickenfon, Aarom\Burr, Jonathan 
Edwards, Samuel Davies and Dr. 
Samuel Finley....men defervedly cel- 
ebrated for genius, learning and pi- 
ety. Mr. Dickenfon and Mr. Ed- 
wards were advanced in life, wher 
chofen to the Prefidency. 

Not long before Dr. Witherfpoon 
left Scotland, and while in fufpence 
refpeGting his duty, a gentleman, 

poffefled of confiderahle property, 
an old bachelor, and a relation of 
the family, promifed to make him 
his heir, if he would not go to A- 
merica. 
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ing ftate. The war of the 
revolution, indeed, after- 
wards proftrated everything, 
and almoft annihilated its 
refources; yet we cannot 
but with gratitude recol- 
lect how much the inftitu- 
tion owed at that time to 
his enterprize and talents. 

But the principal advan- 
tages it derived, were from 
his literature; his fuperin- 
tendency ; his example as a 
happy model of good writ- 
ing ; and from the tone and 
tafte, which he gave to the 
literary purfuits of the Col- 
lege. 

In giving the outlines of 
the character of this great 
man, for I attempt no more, 
I fhall begin with obferving, 
that -perhaps his principal 
merit appeared in the pulpit. 
He was in many refpects one 
of the beft models, on which 
a young preacher could form 
himfelf. It was a fingular 
felicity to the whole College, 
but efpecially to thofe who 
had the profeflion of the 
miniftry in view, to have 
fuch an example conftantly 
before them. Religion, by 
the manner in which it was 
treated by him, always com- 
manded the refpeét of thofe, 
who heard him, even when 
it was not ableto engage their 
hearts. An admirable tex- 
tuary, aprofound theologian, 
perfpicuous and fimple in 
his manner; an univerfal 
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{cholar, acquainted deeply 
with human nature ; a Braves 
dignified and folemn {fpeak- 
er; he brought all the ad- 
vantages, derived from thefe 
fources, to the illuftration 
and enforcement of divine 
truth. Though not a fer- 
vent and animated orator,* 
he was always a folemn, af- 
fecting and inftructive 
preacher. It was impoflible | 
to hear him without atten- 
tion, or to attend to him 
without improvement. He 
had a happy talent at unfold- 
ing the ftrict and proper 
meaning of the facred writ- 
er, in any text, from which 
he chofe to difcourfe ; at con- 


* A peculiar affection of his 
nerves, which always overeame him 
when he allowed himfelf to feel very 
fervently on any fubje&t, obliged 
him, from his earlieft entrance on 
publie life, to impofe a ftri& reftraint 
and guard upon his fenfibility. He 
was, therefore; under the neceffity 
of fubftituting gravity and feriouf- 
nefs of manner in public {peaking, 
in the room of that fire and warmth, 
of which he was well capable by na- 
ture, and which he fo much ad- 
mired in others, when managed with 
prudence. 

He never read his fermons,, nor 
ufed fo muchas fhort notes in the 
pulpit. His practice was, to write 
his fermons at full length, and com- 
mit them tomemory; but not con- 
fine himfelf to the precife words he 
penned. He often took great 
liberties in the delivery of his dif- 
courfes, to alter, add to, or abridge 
what he had written ; but this ney- 
er infringed upon the firicteft accue 


TaCys 








A Prayer. 


centrating and giving per- 
fect unity to every fubject, 
which he treated; and pre- 
fenting to the hearer the 
moft clear and comprehen- 
five views of it. His fer- 
mons were diftinguifhed for 
their judicious and perfpic- 
uous divifions....for ming- 
ling profound remarks on 
human life along with the 
illuftration of divine truth 
and for the lucid order 
that reigned through the 
whole. In his difcourfes, he 
loved to dwell chiefly on the 
great doctrines of divine 
grace, &onthe ciSingasing 
truths of the gofpel. ‘Thefe 
he brought as far as poflible 
to the level of every under- 
ftanding, and the feeling of 
every heart. He feldom chofe 
to lead his hearers into {pec- 
ulative difcuflions, and never 
to entertain them with a 
mere difplay of talents. All 
oftentafion in the pulpit he 
viewed with the utmoft a- 
verfion and contempt. Du- 
ring the whole of his prefi- 
dency, he was extremely {fo- 
licitous to train thofe ftudi- 
ous youths, who had the 
miniftry of the: gofpel in 
view, in fuch a manner, as 
tofecure the greateft refpecta- 
bility as well as ufefulnefs, in 
that holy profeflion. It was 
his conftant advice to young 
preachers, never to enter the 
pulpit without the moft care- 
ful preparation, It was his 
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ambition and his hope, to 
render the facred miniftry 
the moft learned, as well as 
the moft pious and exempla- 
ry body of men in the Re- 


public. 
[To be continued. } 


MESSRS. EDITORS, 

Tue following prayer, breathin 
an ardent defire to find the truth, 
fincere refolutions to praétice it, and 
an excellent difpofition toward thofe 
in error, was compofed by bifhop 
Tillotfon. If it fhould be thought 
ufeful to your readers, by giving. it 
a place in your inftruétive Magazine, 
you will oblige, Ais: dn 


O Lorn God of truth, I 
humbly befeech thee to en- 
lighten my mind by thy 
Holy Spirit, that 1 may dii- 
cern the true way to eternal 
falvation: and to free me 
from all prejudice and paf- 
fion, from every corrupt af- 
fection and intereft, that may 
either blind me, or feduce 
me in my fearch after it. 

Make me impartial in my 
inquiry aftertruth, andready 
whenever it is difcovered to 
me, to receive itin the love 
of it, to obey it from the 
heart, and to practife it in 
my life, and to continue fted- 
fait in the profeflion of it to 
the end of my days. 

I perfectly refign myfelf, 
O Lord, to thy conduct and 
direction, in confidence that 
thy mercy and goodnets is 
fuch, that thou wilt not {ui- 
fer thofe, who fincerely de- 
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fire to know the truth, and 
rely upon thy guidance, fi- 
nally to mifcarry. 

And if in any thing that 
concerns the true worfhip 
and fervice of thee, my God, 
and the everlafting happinefs 
of my foul, 1 am in any er- 
ror and miftake, I earnettly 
beg of thee to convince me 
of it, and to lead me into the 
way of truth; and to con- 
firm andeftablifh me in it 
daily more and more. | 

And I befeech thee, O 
Lord, always to preferve in 
mea great compaflion and 
fincere charity towards thofe 
that are in error and igno- 
rance of thy truth; befeech- 
ing thee to take pity on them, 
and to bring them to the 
knowledge of it, that they 
may be faved. 

And becaufe our blefied 
Saviour hath promifed, that 
all that do his will fhall know 
his doctrine ; grant, O Lord, 
that I may never knowingly 
offend thee in any thing, or 
_ neglect to do what I know to 

be thy will and my duty, 

Grant, O Heavenly Fa- 
ther, thefe my humble and 
hearty requetts, for His fake, 
who is the way, the truth, 
and the life, my blefled Sav- 
iour and Redeemer, Jefus 
Chrift. Amen. 


a 


—— + - -- 


PROFANE SWEARING. 
Ir is furprifing that pro- 
fane{wearing in common dif- 





fport / Confider, he is 


_ Profane Swearing. 


courfe,a practice fo contrary 
to religion, and detrimental 
to fociety, has prevailed fo 
much in all ages and nations. 
This horrid cuftom has over- 
fpread the world. And yet, 
this fingle plea of cuftom is 
all that can be alleged in its 
excufe. 

Paffing by the idolatry of 
{wearing by falfe gods, with 
any refpect to their authori- 
ty, and the abfurdity and im- 
piety of invoking mere 
names ; let ys fuppote the of- 
fence in queftion to confift 
in calling upon the Supreme 
Being in a form of words ap- 
propriated to fwearing, yet 
without any intention at the 
time ferioufly to requeft his 
interpofition ; but merely to 
fhow,that you are angry per- 
haps, or perhaps merry; that 
you are furprifed, or icarcel 
iober; that you are very iid 
tive, or would be thought 
witty ; or perhaps without 
any intention or meaning 
whatever ?—And where is 
the mighty harm, it may be 
faid, fince it is all in {port ? 

Sport / with whom ? The 
Creator and Lord of the U- 
niverfe! befere whom the 
higheft orders of celeftial be- 
ings fall down and adore ; 
whom no man can fee and 
live. Is he a fubject for 
your 
Creator and Lord. In him 
you live, and move, and have 


your being. He gives you all 
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you have; he taketh away 
your breath, you die, and are 
turned to your duft; nay, 
can deftroy both foul and body 
in hell. Ishe a fubjeét for 
foort ! Hegave his Son to 
redeem you from iniquity, 


and raife you to heavenly 
glory. Is he a fubject for 
Sport f 


As for religious matters, 
you have no concern inthem. 
Are you fure of this? Can 
you demonttrate, then, that 
there isno God, who made, 
none to judge you? You 
know at leaft that you muft 
die : what if you fhould then 
find your miftake ? Will you 
ftand fuch a hazard for /port ? 

You doubtlefs look for no 
real profit from this dreadful 
vice: do you receive any 
pleafure from it ? Itis wrong, 
you confefs ; but fo delight- 
ful and {weet, perhaps, you 
cannot refrain. You have 
refolved againft it, perhaps, 


but to no purpofe; relapfing 


almoft umavoidably into a 
practice, which makes the 
whole comfort of your life. 
You mutt indeed know your 
own comforts beft. If you 
affert that {wearing is fo pro- 
digioufly pleafing, who fhall 
take it upon him to contra- 
dict you ? Only. it will re- 
main a myfterious pleafure, 
of which we can form no 
idea. When the drunkard 
or glutton pleads the delight 
he takes in his intemperance, 
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we underftand that the ap- 
petites of hunger and thirit, 
which are neceflary to our 
fubfiftence, and to the gratifi- 
cation of which there is nat- 
urally annexed fome degree 
of pleafure, have been fo en- 


_ larged by excefs, and pervert- 


ed by abufe, that the poor 
man finds areal difficulty in 
refraining frem the excefles, 
which deftroy him. But it 
might puzzle a philofopher 
totrace the love of /wearing 
to its original principle, and 
aflign its place in the contfti- 
tution of man. Is it a paf- 
fion, or an appetite, or an in- 
ftinét ? What is its meafure, 
its proper object, its ultimate 
end? Or fhall we conclude 
that itis entirely the work 
of art....a vice, which men 
have invented for themfelves, 
without profpect of profit or 
pleafure, and to which there 
is no imaginable temptation 
in nature? 

What further can be 
thought of in its favour ? Is 
itan sonour to {wear ? There 
are indeed fome perfons, if 
we may judge by the {felf- 
complacency apparent in 
their manner and air, who 
are {fo far miftaken, as to fan- 
cy this vice an improvement 
of difcourfe, giving a fpirit, 
a kind of high relifh to their 
fentiments ; and according- 
ly they ferve it up to you on 
every occafion, and mix it 
with all their remarks. In- 
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deed it feems more than a 
mere ornament ; it becomes 
the molt confiderable part of 
what is offered. Ifit be an 
accomplifhment, it is fuch 
an one as the meaneft perfon 
may, and commonly does, 
fully attain; requiring nei- 
ther rank nor fortune, genius 
nor learning. 

But if it be no teft of wit, 
we muft allow, perhaps, it 
wears the appearance of val- 
eur. Alas! what is the ap- 
pearance of any thing! A lit- 
tle bird may perch upon the 
image of an eagle.—True 
bravery is fedate and inof- 
fenfive ; if it refufe to fub- 
mit to infults, it offers none; 
begins no difputes, enters in- 
tono needlefs quarrels ; is a- 
bove the little, troublefome 
ambition, to be diftinguifhed 
every moment: it hears in 
filence, and replies with mod- 
efty ; fearing no enemy, and 
making none; and is as 
much afhamed of infolence, 
as of cowardice. 

Profane {wearing is a mean 
and unmannerly vice. All 
the rules of civility and good 
breeding ftrongly proteft a- 
gainit a practice, efteemed in- 
famous by fome in almoft 
allcompanies. Men of piety 
abhor tis deteftable vice, 
and there is no reafon that 
they fhould be liable to per- 
petualinfults. It is undeni- 
ably rude and clownifh, let 
the rank of the perfon be 





what it may, to treat with 
contemptuous familiarity the 
greateft and beft of Beings 
in the prefence of any, who 
highly venerate him. 

The practice is fraught 
with bafe impiety to God. 
It tends to bring his charac- 
ter, his government, his 
word into contempt. It is 
utterly oppofed to all true pi- 
ety, to that reverence, love, 
efteem andadmiration, which 
his attributes demand. It 
deftroys that truft, that fenfe 
of dependence and of grati- 
tude, which our relation to 
him requires. Itis a moft 
daring provocation againft 
the God of heaven, a crime, 
which will infure his fevere 
difpleafure. 

The practice is an eutrage 
againtt fociety, tending tothe 
injury of itsmoft valuable in- 
terefts. It leflens the benefi- 
cial influence of lawful oaths, 
and weakens the bonds of 
juftice, by divefting the mag- 
iftrate of the power to detect 
crimes. Will the man, who 
habitually profanes the name 
of God, to whom oaths are 
familiar, and ufed on every 
light occafion, whofe mouth 
is filled with horrid impre- 
cations againft his fellow 
men; will fuch a man feel 
the folemnity of an oath im- 
pofed in a court of jutftice ; 
will he not, through favour, 
prejudice, or thoughtleffnefs, 
{wear falfely ? It is an oper 








violation of the laws of the 
land, enacted both wifely and 
juftly, with a view to the 
public good. No one, there- 
fore, fo long.as he continues 
notorioufly guilty in this re- 
{pect, can jouy lay claim to 
the title of a good citizen. 

This vice is very injurious 
to the perfon, who indulges 
init: It renders his charac- 
ter fufpected, and leflens the 
confidence, that would be 
otherwife repofed in him. 
Scarcely any one is fo thor- 
oughly degenerate, as to ef- 
teem another for this vice, 
and moft men will defpife 
him for it. This character 
cannot be reconciled to that 
of a reafonable or honoura- 
ble, becaufe not of a good, 
moral man. 

He, therefore, who duly 
confiders, that nothing of 
any confequence can be ad- 
vancedin favour of this vice ; 
that it is neither profitable, 
pleafurable, nor honourable ; 
that it is infamous to the in- 
dividual, who praétifes it, 
injurious to fociety, and a- 
bove all, that it is bafe impie- 
ty to God, and will provoke 
his difpleafure, will carefully 
avoid this horrid fin. For 
let him remember, that the 
Lord will not hold him guiltle/s, 
that taketh bi: name in vain. 

— A. E. 
ANECDOTE, 

A wororious fwearer, 
who was a fawyer, being 
G 


Anecdote. Prefumption and Defpair. 
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employed in cutting coffin- 
boards, and finding one of 
the pieces of timber, out of 
which they were cut, harder 
than ufual, faid to his com- 
panions, “ This is a d....d 
hard piece: it will make 
fomebody a d....d good cof- 
fin.’ He had no fooner ut- 
tered thofe words, than he 
fell backwards, and died im- 
mediately. It was remark- 
able, that his own coffin was 
made from that very piece 
of wood, of which he had 
been {peaking. 


For the Magazine. 


MESSRS. EDITORS, 

As prejumption and de/pair 
are the two dangerous and 
often, fatal extremes in relig- 
ious concerns, into which 
there is reafon to _ be- 
lieve multitudes run; any 
attempts, well meant and 
adapted to draw off per- 
fons from either of thefe 
extremes, it is fuppofed, 
would willingly be received 
by the readers of your inter- 
efting Maggzine. 

If the following /everal in- 
frances of prefumption tkated 
and confidered appear likely 
to be ufeful, they are at your 
difpofal for publication. 


i. Ir is prefumptuous, in 
any, to perfuade themfelves 
of an intereft in Chrift, when 
they have no real hearty con- 
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roe Prefumpiion and De/pair: 


cern abqut it.—Many perfons, 
it is canceived, make it a 
very light matter to believe 
in Chrift, or to believe. that 
he is their Saviour. They 
can eafily and calmly _per- 
fuade themielves into this o- 
pinion. They have notmuch, 
if any, concern upon thefr 
minds, refpecting the. mat- 
ter, having never had any 
real, heart-felt fenfe of their 
great danger, pollution and 
need of an intereft in Jefus : 
only they perfuade them- 
felves, that all 1s well with 
them, becaufe God is: mefci- 
fyl,and Chriftis free. And 
this opinion they entertain 
with a view to make them- 
felves more eafy and fatisfied 
in their prefent ftate. This 
is certainly a. prefumptuous 
hope, and whoever receives 
it, and maintains it, is in the 
utmoft danger of deceiving 
himfelf to the ruin of his 
own foul. 

N everthelefs, on the other 
hand, if any view an intereft 
in Chrift as a matter of the 
greateft importance ; if they 
feel a proper ferioufnefs and 
concerii upon their minds 
refpecting it; if they would 


forego every worldly con: 


fideration to be certain of a 
part in his faving benefits, 
and find their hearts fet on 
thefe things; and becaufe 
they cannot arrive at a com- 
fortable fatisfaction; do there- 


fore go mourning all their 





days in darknefs and fear } 
let fuch be reminded, for 
their encouragement, that, 
if they are really defirous of, 
and cannot rett eafy without, 
the blood and righteoufnefs 
of Chrift for theit pardon 
and juftification, and the fpir- 
it and grace of Chrift for 
their renewal and purificd- 
tion, they may, uhder this 
concern and shefe defires, ap- 
ply themfelves to Chrift, and 
make application of him to 
themfelves, without any dan- 
ger of prefuming. 

2. It is prefumption in 
any, to perfuade themfelves 
of an intereft in Chrift, if 
the perfuafion be contrary to 
the tenor of their conduct. It 
they be. profane in their 
werds, immoral ih their 
practice, or indulge fome fe- 
cret iniquity in their hearts, 
furely, for them in this cafe 
to petfuade themfelves of an 
intereft in the favour of 
God and the falvation of 
Chrift, muft be daring pre- 
famption : for Chrift is not 
and cannot be the minifter 
of fin. He faves hot in fin, 
but from it. It is a prefump- 
tion of the fame nature with 
that mentioned in Micah 
fii, 11—The heads thereof 
judg: for reward, and the 
priefts thereof teach for hire, 
and the prophets thereof divine 


for money ; yet will they lean 


upon the Lord, and fay, Is not 
the Lord among us? Novil 








can come upon us. ‘Here you 
fee, there is a leaning upon 
the Lord in the love and 
practice of fin: But it is a 


very prefumptuous truft. It: 


is a hope that will make a- 


fhamed. 

‘But, on the contrary, if 
you are, and really defire to 
be, conicientious in your 
conduét, circumipe& in your 
behaviour, and to be found 
walking in all the ftatutes 
and ordinances of the Lord 
blamelefs, ‘hating every. falfé 
way; and you come to 
Chrift for ftrength againgt 
fin, and for grace to purify 
your hearts and lives, as well 
as for the removal of your 
guilt; this is a defire that 
ought to be promoted, and 
a hope in Chrift that may 
well be encouraged. — 

3. It as prefumption in 
any, to perfuade ‘themfelves 
__ of an intereft in Chritt, if the 
perfuafion be contrary to the 
conviction of their own confcien- 
ces. This particular dees in 
fome meafure coincide with 
the former. But it is men- 
tioned with a view to lead 
on to explain a text, and ob- 
viate'a difficulty, which has 
perplexed fomeferious minds. 
The paflage referred to is, I. 
John iii. 20, 21—For if our 
heart condemn us, God is great- 
er than our heart, and know- 
eth allthings. Beloved, if our 
heart condemn us not, then have 
me confidence tox wards God. 


Prefumption and De/pair. : 








$i. 
The difficulty, drawn from 
thefe words, is this: The 


diftreffed foul {peaks in this 
language : “In how many 
inftances does my heart con- 
demn' me! What backward- 
nefs to duty, what deadnefs 
and inactivity in the ways of 
God, does my heart convince 
me of, and condemn me for ! 
Thefe and many, many more 
things have 1 to lay to my 
chargé. How then can I 
have any confidence towards 
God ? Or how can I dare to 
hope in him, or depend upon 
him for pardon and falva: 
tion : "es 

To this it may be replied, 
if confcien¢e condemn you, 
as to the fecret indulgence of, 
and re ah in any particular 
known fin, or as to the vols 
untary, fated, allowed omif- 
fion of any known duty ; 
and you endeavour to ftifle 
thefe convictions, and fup- 
prefs or filence thefe rebukes 
of confcience, by‘attempting 
to perfuade yourfelves that 
Chrift is yours ;'this is, in- 
deed, truly and awfully pre- 
famptuous. In this cafe, 
your own confcience forbids 
you to think that you have 
an intercft in Chrift, and 
plainly tells you, that, in this 
ftate ‘and frame of foul, 
you have no part nor lot in 
thefe matters. O, do not 
attempt to ftifle, filence or 
fupprefs thefe convictions; 
but rather yield to them, and 
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pray God, that he would faf- 
ten them upon your fpirits, 
continue and eftablifh them, 
that you may no longer be 
carelefs, and fleep in fin ; but 
be excited to fly to Chrift 
for pardon and cleanfing ; 
and be aflured, that fo long 
as you maintain a voluntary 
love to, and delight in, any 
particular fin, for which your 
confcience condemns you, fo 
long your fouls and Jefus 
Chrift are parted afunder. 
Very different from this is 
the cafe of one, whofe great, 
whofe chief defire is, to be 
delivered from the power 
and practice of every fin ; 
who fees and laments the cor- 
ruption of his nature, the 
deadnefs of his frame, and 
the carnalityof his affections ; 
and who would fain hope 
concerning an intereft in 
Chrift for his deliverance 
from thefe fpiritual evils. If 
fuch, reader, be the real tem- 
per of thy foul, fay not, ““ My 
heart condemns me; and 
how can I have confidence 
towards God, or hepe in 
Chrift?’”’ But fay rather ; 
“ My confcience does not 
condemn meas to any al- 
lowed guile, or any indulged 
iniquity ; fince it is the real 
defire of my foul, that God 
would fearch me, and try me, 
and fee if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlafting. ‘Therefore, 
I may with humble conf. 





dence go to. God in Chrift 
for pardoning and cleanfing 
grace, and may hope and 
wait for eternal falvation.” 

4. It is prefumptuous in 
any, to perfuade themfelves 
of any intereft in Chrift, if 
the hope they entertain be 
contrary to the propofal that is 
made of Chrift in the gofpel. 
This confideration, it muft 
be acknowledged, is a pecu- 
liarly turning point, with re- 


fpeét to the nature of our 


hope. If we fly to & embrace 
Chrift, ashe is propofed to 
us in the gofpel, the hope a- 
rifing hence is fuch as ought 
to be encouraged, becaufe it 
is fuch as will-not make a- 
fhamed. - But if we do not 
apply and receive Chrift un- 
der thofe characters, and for 
thofe bleflings, which the 
gofpel difplays, then there is 
an effential defect in our 
hope; for the Chrift, we 
hope in, is not the Chrift of 
God. ‘The gofpel propofes, 
and true faith receives, 
Chrift asa free Saviour, as 
the only Saviour, and as a 
complete Saviour.—If, then, 
you hope you have an inter- 
eft in Chrift, but do not 
make him the w&ole of your 
falvation, but are for joining 
with him your own duties, 
righteoufnefs, qualifications, 
attainments, or any thing 
elfe, as being the merit or 
matter of your juftification ; 
this will ever be found a de- 
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ficient. or fufpicious hope. 
Or, if you depend on Chrift, 
without receiving him as a 
complete Saviour.....without 
embracing him in his fulnefs 
and all-fufliciency; if you 
receive him for his righteouf- 
nefs and merit to pardon and 
juttify you, but not for his 
{fpirit. and grace to ‘renew 
and fanéctify you ; or if you 
receive him as a prophet tq 
teach, and a prieft to atone 
and intercede for you, but 
notas a king to rule and 
govern you; your hope in 
bim is vain and prefumptu- 
ous. 

But, on the other hand, if, 
from a fight and fenfe of 
your own’ unworthinefs, 
guilt, weaknefs and pollution, 
and of your having nothing 
in and:of yourfelves to de- 
pend en; if, from a convic- 
tion of your need of falva- 
tion, and that Jefus Chrift 
is the only Saviour ; if, from 
a hearty defire and aim to 
receive him, as he is propof- 
ed and offered in the gofpel 
td receive ‘his doétrines; 
inftructions and illumina- 
tions, as a prophet....to -re- 
ceive his righteoufnefs and 
merit, as a pricft....and to 
fubmit to his government, 
and the purifying, fubduing 
influence of his grace, as a 
king ;—if, from iuch views 
and motives as thefe, you are 
led to hope in Chritt for fal- 
vation, you need have no 
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fears of its being.a vain and 
prefumptuous hope. It isa 
hope, which the gofpel en- 
courages, and which will 
never make afhamed. | 

P. Ss. 


For the Magazine. 


REFLECTIONS ON DIVINE SOVE~- 


REIGNTY. 


As it is prepofterous to af- 
fent to any propofition, the 
terms of which we do not 
underftand, it is in vain to 
attempt the anfwering of a 
gueftion, without under- 
ftanding its import. ‘The 
term /fovereign muft be de- 
fined, therefore, béfore we 
can fafély apply it the Su- 
preme Being ; or fafely deter- 
mine, that it ought not to 
be thus applied. 

This term is not ufed in 
the facred fcriptures, and 
of courfe not defined there. 
We mutt therefore appeal to 
human authority. Dr. Fobn- 


Jon tells us, that the méaning 


of fovereign is /upreme in pow- 
er, having no fuperior. None 
but atheifts will deny, that 
in this fenfe, God is a Sove- 
reign. 

But as it is apprehended, 
thofe, who ufe this term in 
theology, mean fomething 
further, and as it is of real 
confequence to {peak and 
hear intelligibly, it may be 
worth while to defcend 
fumewhat into particulars. 
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$4 Reflections on Divine Sovereignty. 


If by Divine Sovereignty 
be meant, that God aéts bare- 
ly becaufe he has the power 
of acting, there is no fuch 
thing. Power and right are 
not terms of the fame figni- 
fication. God has phyfical 
power to dellroy, or render 
miferable, all the holy an- 
gels, even while they contin- 
ue holy: yet no one would 
fay, that this could be recon- 
ciled with the divine charac- 
ter. 

If by Divine Soucreignty be 
meant, that Deity acts ca- 
pricioufly, or without good 
reafons....{uch reafons as all- 
wife intelligences muft ap- 
prove, were thefe reafons 


underftood, there is no fuch 
thing. God is the wifeit 


Being in the Univerfe, and 
always acts wifely. All his 
proceedings are accordant, 
with right reafon. 

If by Divine Sovereignty be Vure may be far too nume- 


meant, that God acts with- 
out ftriét regard to juttice, 
there isno fuch thing. Far 
be it from God, that he fhould 
do iniquity, and from the Al- 
mighty, that he Jhould pervert 
judgment. Shall not the judge 
of all the earth do right ? 

On the other hand,if Di- 
vine Sovereignty be the fame 
as independence, there is cer- 
tainly fuch a doctrine. If 
the term mean, that God 
has aright to act, without 
difclofing to man the objects, 
which he has in view, there 





can be no doubt, that the 
term is applicable to God, 
God did not receive his pow- 
er from man, nor is he ac- 
countable to man for the ufe 
of it. He has given fufficient 
evidence of the purity and 
holinefs of his character ; 
and therefore man ought to 
conclude that all his dealings 
are juft, wife and gracious, 
though he may not be able 
to underftand all the reafons, 
which make them fo. 
Further ; fo extenfive are 
God’s government and pur- 
pofes, as to render it impof- 
fible for them to be fully 
comprehended by creatures, 
whofe capacities are fo lim- 
ited as ours. One thing i 
connected with another.— 
That other is connected with 
a third, and fo onto very 
greatextent. All the con- 
nexions of a particular meaf- 


rous and extenfive for hu- 
man comprehenfion. It is 
not only true, that parents 
are not bound to inform 
their children of the reafons 
of all their proceedings, but 
it is true, that the thing 
would be impoflible, were 
they ever fo much inclined 
to it. Were you preparing 
timber fora building, or a 
large fhip, you could not pof- 
fibly makea child underftand 
why each piece was hewn 
and fitted in this or that par- 
ticular manner. You might 





talk to him from morning 
till night, and explain the 
matter fo, that a grown per- 
fon would clearly under- 
ftand it, but a child would 
be no wifer than he was be- 
fore. 

Now, if a child be unable 
to underftand the ftructure 
of a fhip, or to comprehend 
how its various parts are to 
be connected together, how 
fhould human beings under- 
ftand the great frame of the 
Univerfe....the great {cheme 
of God’s moral government, 
and fee the harmony. and 
connexion between the vari- 
ous parts? 

Again ; If by Divine Sove- 
reignty be meant, that God 
doesnot always impart re- 
ligious light and renewing 
grace, according to the pre- 
vious character of perfons, 
the doctrine is to be acknowl- 
edged. ‘The converfion and 
falvation of a finner are both 
of grace. He has done noth- 
ing to merit either: ofcourfe, 
were neither granted, God 
would itill be juft. If it 
would be juit for God to 
punifh a finner, it will not 
become unjutft, becaufe anoth- 
er isfaved. A.and B. are 
finners, who have abufed 
God’s mercy, and it would 
accord with divine juitice 
to deftroy both at this mo- 
ment. If both deferve death, 
God does no injuftice, when 
he infli€ts iton A.: nor can 
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this proceeding become un- 
jut, any * B. furvives, and 
becomes favingly pious. If 
A. deferved death, he does 
not ceafe to deferve it, even 
fhould B. who receives mer- 
cy, be the greater finner of 
the two. On /ome occafions, 
it evidently appears, great 
finners receive uncommon 
mercy, while fome others, 
who feem not to have gone 
the fame lengths, are fudden- 
ly cut down, without giving 
any evidence of a renewed 
heart. In thofe inftances, 
however, God does not act 
arbitrarily, but for good rea- 
fons, known to himfelf, 
though not to us. 

Yo prevent dangerous con- 
clufions, two things are 
here to be obferved : 

t. That when an import- 
ant lafting change takes 
place in an open, daring 
tranfgreflor, it is more no- 
ticed and talked of, than 
when the fame change takes 
place in ten perfons, whofe 
outward deportment has 
been decent and regular. 

2. We are by no means 
to fuppofe, that God is more 
inclined to fhow mercy toa 
great finner, in himfelf con- 
fidered, than to another, 
whofe fins are lefs numerous 
and aggravated. 

As fin is that quality, 
which renders finners offen- 
five to God, the more finfu! 
they are, they muit be the 
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more offenfive, and fo of the 
reverfe. Ifnothing but the 
perfonal characters of A. and 
B. were taken into view, 
there can be no danger, it is 
humbly conceived, in the o- 
pinion, that A. the lefs finner, 
would have been more likely 
than B. to obtain mercy. 
And all ferious, judicious 
parents proceed on this prin- 
ciple; reftraining their chil- 
dren from fin, as much as 
poflible, thinking it more 
probable, that God will gra- 
cioully vifit children, thus 
reftrained, than others, who 
are permitted to plunge into 
all iniquity. 

St. Paul has given two 
reafons, why he obtained 
mercy. I. Tim.i. 13 and 17 
—I obtained mercy, becaufe I 
did it ignorantly, in unbelief ; 
plainly intimating, that, if 
he had perfecuted the {fer- 
vants of Chrift, in direct op- 
pofition to the light of his 
own mind and confcience, 
he would not have obtained 
mercy. 

The other reafon has no 
relation to himfelf at all, but 
wholly to the fuccefs of the 
gofpel among others. Lor 
this caufe I obtained mercy, 
that in me firft Fefus Chrift 
might fhow forth all long fuffer- 
ing, asa pattern to them, who 
lhould hereafter believe on his 
name to life everlafting. 

LEIGHTOD.. 








PERSEVERANCE IN PRAYER, 


[An anecdote of th: Rev. J. Jonzs, 
of Newfoundland.) 


Mr. Jones was a man of 
much prayer ; few chriftians 
have been fo frequent or 
fo perfevering at the 
throne of grace. When 
the church of Chrift was firft 
planted at St. John’s under 
great perfecution, he told 
ine, that more than once he 
found his mind fo unufually 
drawn out for the conver- 
fion of individuals, then his 
bittereft perfecutors, that he 
could not reft till he had call- 
ed the church together, and 
appointed a day of prayer 
and fafting, to folicit the 
throne of grace for their 
converfion ; which he never 
failed of obtaining. An in- 
{tance of his perfeverance in 
prayer I was witnefsto, while 
I had the pleafure of enjoy- 
ing hiscompany at St. John’s. 
A member of his church, 
mafter of a floop that traded 
from England to America, 
in company with. feveral 
others, was overtaken in a 
dreadful ftorm, in which 
fome of them foundered, 
and were never more heard 
of. Among this unhappy 
number, it was univerfally 
concluded, Mr. Jones’s friend 
had fuffered. Notwithftand- 
ing this, the good man contin- 
ued in public, in the family, 
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and in private, to pray fer-. 


vently for his fafe return. 
About this timé, I arrived in 
the ifland, and found my 
old friend engaged in this 
pious work ; at which he 
continued for a2 month or 
fix weeks longer, after the 
owners had given the veffel 
entirely up for loft. The 
widow had put on mourn- 
ing ; and not a fingle perfon 
in the ifland believed the vef- 
fel fafe, or one of the crew 
alive, except Mr. Jones, who 
never ceafed his earneft in- 
terceflion at the throne of 
grace forhim. One fabbath 
morning, I took the liberty 
to ask him, if he did 
not think it improper, if 
not prefumptuous, to pray 
for a man, who in all proba- 
bility was fafe in glory.— 
‘“< He'll get there foon,” re- 
plied he, «I make no doubt ; 
but I cannot believe ‘he is 


' there yet.” That forenoon 


in his concluding prayer he 
renewed with great fervour 
the ufual requeft for his chrif- 
tian brother ; and juftas the 
congregation were coming 
out of the Meeting-houfe, 
which ftands on the brow of 
the hill, the veflel was efpied 
entering the harbour, known 
by the fignal fhe made. The 
joy of the pious paftor and 
his flock at this happy fight 
can be better conceived th- ° 
exprefled. When we haa 
learned that all were fafe on 
ai 
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board, and had come into 
the houfe, Mr. Jones faid to 
me, “ Did Inot tell you he 
was alive ?I Knew it by 4 
fure token that never once 
deceived me; my foul was 
fo drawn out in prayer, and 
enjoyed fuch unufual liberty 
while addrefling the throne 
of grace in his behalf, that it 
was impoflible for me to 
ceafe praying.” 

The veflel, it feems, was 
difmafted in the ftorm, and 
driven into an unfrequent- 
ed river in Nova-Scotia, 
where they were long de- 
tained for want of proper 
hands to make a new matt ; 
and having no communica- 
tion of any kind with Hali- 
fax, they lad no poffible 
means of informing _ their 
friends of their diftreffed fits 
uation. NAUTICUS. 


NOTE. 

This account is interefting; but 
the editors publifh it with fomie hef 
itancy. That Mr. J. thould pray 
fervently and perfeveringly for his 
perfecutors, was doubtlefs well ; 
but that he could certainly deter- 
mine by his feelings, eithev that they 
belonged to God’s chofen, or that 
his friend at fea would certainly ar- 
rive in fafety, is not fo obvious, 

The event may correfpond with 
an opinion not well formed. Many 
perfons fce/as if certain things would 
take place, which in faét never do 
take place. One perfon feels, that 
God will not fuffer him to be poor ; 
another feels that God will not fuf- 
fer his reputation to be injured: 
But in what way has God aflured 
any perfon of this? ~ 















































58 Remark on Yudges XI. 31....How will God judge the World? 


Faith, to be good, muft reft on 
fonie foundation. What was’ thé 
feundation of Mr. Jores’s faith? 
Why, feelings. But do perfons nev- 
er feel as if things would take place, 
which do rot? Yes. Then, how 
are we to difcriminate betweén thofe 
feelings, which are infallible evidence 
of a future event, and thofe feelings, 
which are not ! Has {cripture given 
us any critérion ? © # 

Still we détermine nothing ; but 
leave the judicious reader, aided by 
the light of the holy oracles, to form 
his own conchafien. 

p— ——_—_—1 


REMARK ON juDGsS x1}. 31. 


Tus paflage may be accu- 
rately tranflated thus: And 
it fhall be, that whofoever 
cometh out from the doors of my 
houfe to meet me, on my return- 
ing in peace from the children 
of Ammon, Loan berg be ‘Fee 
hovah’s, and I will offer to 
him[{ viz. Jehovah] @ burnt- 
offering. Here are two parts 
in Jephthah’s vow: ift. That 
what perion foever met him 
fhould be Jehovah’s, i. ¢. ded- 
icated forever to his fervice, 
as Hannah devoted Samuel 
before he was conceived in 
the womb—I. Sam. i. 11— 
(comp. Lev. xxvii. 1, &c.) 
-adly. That he himfelf would 
offer a burnt offering to Je- 
hovah. Unclean beafis, and 
much more human facrificés, 
were an abomination to Je- 
hovah; therefore Jephthah 
could not intend to vow ei- 
ther of thefe; andif he had, 
furely the priefts would not 
have offered them. Such a 


vow would have been to the 
laft degtee wicked ‘and ab- 
furd, and next to impoffible 
to have been performed. ~ 
[See Parkburfl's Heb. Lex. p. 827.) 


;—— __—____] 
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THOUGHTS IN RELATION TO THIS 
ENQUIRY, HOW WILL GOD JUDGE 
THE WORLD 2 


No, I. 


From thofe common ex- 
preflions of fcripture, that 
every man will at the great 
day receive according to 
his works, fome perfons' 
have been led to conclude, 
that the good and the bad 
actions of men will then be 
balanced together, and the 
deftiny of each perfon decid- 
éd according to the prepon- 
derancy of his good or bad 
actions ; i.e. if his good deeds 
outweigh his bad ones, he 
will be happy; and if his 
bad ones outweigh the other, 
he will be miférable. =~ 

~The gofpel, it is believed, 
fays nothing of fuch an efti- 
mate as this. 

“It is pretty apt to be for- 
gotten by thofe, who think 
thus, that, in eftimating the 
character and final doom of 
men, the principle and de- 
fign of actions will be regard- 
ed, rather than the outward 
appearance of them ;—that 
in many actions externally 
good, a perfon may havefuch 
defigns and objects in view, 








as to render him exceedingly 
offenfive to God. - Prayer is 
an important duty, and yet 
the manner. of performing 
this duty may be fuch as to 
be highly. difpleafin In. the 
divine eftimation, The Phar- 


ifees made long prayers only 


for a {pecious pretence, and 
that they might with, great- 
er facility devour widows’ 
houfes. But allowing, that 


only thofe actions are good, 


which proceed from goo 
motives, and that the fecrets 


of all hearts are.to be regard- 


ed inthe eftimate of charac- 
ter, ftill it is by no. means 
true, that the final ftate of 
men will depend on the qe: 
cifion of this queftion, wheth- 
er their good or evil deeds 
have been moft prevalent. 

1, This would at leaft 
feem to convey an idea, that 
the good actions of men were 
as: meritorious of happinefs, 
as bad deeds were of punith- 
ment: and, confequently, 
that he, whofe good’ deeds 
exceeded his bad, is as juftly 
entitled to reward, as anoth- 
er perfon is to punifhment, 
whole bad deeds outweigh 
his good. Now, if this were 
true, it cannot be conceived, 
that thofe, who are faved, 
are, under any obligation to. 
the atonement of | Chrift. 
Certainly, if we can be fure 
of any thing in fcripture, we 
may be fure of this, that /a/- 
vation is of grace ;—that eter- 


ancy © 
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nal life is the gift of God... 
a benefit. not only beyond, 
but abfolutely contrary to 
man’s  deferving ;—--that. 
Chrift is the foundation of 
the believer’s hope ; and that 
the redeemed. of the Lord 
will through eternity afcribe 
their falvation to rich grace. 
2. ‘his idea, that the eter- 
nal ftate of each individual 
will depend on a preponder- 
F good or evil ip his 
character, does not well cor- 
re{pond with that humbling 
fenfe of unworthinefs, which 
fome of the moft pious chrif- 
tians have exprefled. The 
have apprehended, that { 
much fin was,mixed with 
their beft performances ;— 
that improper motives have 
had fo much influence even 
in their good actions, and 
there has been fo little of 
{pirituality in their feryices 
rendered to God, as to make 
their acceptance with God 
wholly a matter of grace, 
This has been the language 
of many, who have been not 
only eminent for piety, but 
likewife for great learning 
and talents. What think you 
of the following appeal to 
God? “ Lord, I ask nothing 
“ but this, ‘that I may be 
“ weighed in an even bal- 
“ ance. Let my good deeds 
“and good difpofitions be 
“ fairly weighed againft my 
“¢ evil deeds and corruptions 
“‘ of heart ; and if the former 
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“ fhould not be found moft 
“ weighty, I neither ask 
“nor expect - falvation.” 
Thofe, who liye moft 
godly in Chrift Jefus, would 
tremble at the thought of 
fuch an appeal, even were it 
as true, asit isin reality falfe, 
that the good deeds of men 
are as meritorious of fife, as 
their fins are of death. 

3. Were there no hope of 
falvation onany otherground, 
than that of having perform- 
ed more good deeds from a 

rood heart, in the ceurfe of 
one’s life, than evil deeds in 
pofieflion of a corrupt heart, 
there would be no hope for 
a returning finner, however 
fincere and genuine his re- 


pentance towards the clofe, 


“* 


of life. 
Such agerion, we will fup- 


ofe, has lived thirty years 


in fin, and, ne year be- 
fore’ his ‘death becomes a 
true penitent : according to 
the doctrine under confidera- 
tion, this true penitent muft 
be finally loft, as the time, 
in which he lives to God, is 
but athirtieth »art as much, 
as the time he has fpent in 
fin. It is, indeed, moft aw- 
ful prefumption to defer re- 
pentance to the clofe of life, 
and few, it is feared, who 
make this dangerous calcula- 
tion, are difpofed to exercife 
repentance at that time : 
but, affuredly, it is the doc. 
trine of {cripture, that genu- 


ine repentance is, through’ 
the atonement of Chrift, a- 
vailable at any time. 

4. Were men hereafter to 
be faved or loft, according 
to the preponderancy of their 
virtues or fins; and any 
were to be found, whofe ho- 
linefs and crimes were juft 
equal, they, it feems, would 
be rendered neither happy 
nor miferable; they would 
neither rife to heaven, nor 
fink to hell. tht ibs 

It is certain then, that the 
decifions of the laft day will 
proceed on principles differ- 
ent from this. In a future 
number, it will be enquired 
what thofe principles are. — 

| LEIGHTON. 


CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 
No. V. 


As another proof, that the 
world is not to be imitated, 
we mention, that parents are 
almoft univerfally much mere 
anxious to conneét their chil- 
dren with perfons’ of wealth 
and influence, than with per- 
fons of confcience and piety. 
Their children are faid to be 
well connected, and happily 
fettled in the world, if thofe, 
to whom they are united, 
are amply provided ‘ with 
worldly fubitance, though 
they have no ferioufnefs of 
charaéter, nor even belief in 
the gofpel. ‘The article of 





religion, in this matter, is 
neglected by parents to a de- 
sree, which can never be rec- 
onciled with a fuitable re- 
gard to the eternal falvation 
of their offspring. 
Further : How very ready 
are parents to pride them- 
felves, if their children make 
a figure in the world, and 
are celebrated for their tal- 
ents! How much better fat- 
isfied are they with thefe 
outward, tranfitory advan- 
tages, without the jeaft -evi- 
dence of piety, than if their 
children were eminently re- 
ligious, in obfcure life, with 
ordinary talents ! There are, 
doubtles, exceptions to thefe 
general remarks; but nene 
will deny, that thefe excep- 
tions are few. 
Now, this plainly intimates 
a greater regard’ to time, 
than eternity....a greater val- 
ue for the bodies, than for 
the fouls of their children ; 
and would lead us to be- 
lieve, that they efteemed 
wealth, charaéter and influ- 
ence, more than the paradife 
of God, and could think of 
no hell fo replete with mife- 
ry, as obfcure and indigent 
of 
Is it better that your friend 
fhould poffels thofe perifha- 
ble riches, which take to 
themfelves wings and flee a- 
way.....that precarious {ub- 
flance, which the fire may 
foftantly confume on the 
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land, or a ftorm on the o- 
cean, than to be rich jn faith, 
and heirs of a kingdom, 
which can never be moved ? 
Would you rather fee them. 
in acapacious, elegant houfe, 
from which, however, their 
bodies will foon be carried 
to the grave, than to fee 
them hereafter in a building 
of God....a houfe not made 
with hands, eternal in the 
heavens ? Is it better to fee 
your children filling for a 
few years an honourable fta- 
tion in fociety, and enjoying 
the uncertain applaufe of 
men, than to fee them made 
kings and pridhs unto God, or 
pillars in his temple? And, fi- 
nally, is it worfe to fee them 
at prefent in low circumftan- 
ces, and receiving little no- 
tice from men, than to be- 
hold them hereafter caft out 
from God, and configned o- 
ver to fhame and everlafting 
contempt ? 

That kind of: education, 
which parents, efpecially in 
the higher walks of life, give 
to their children, is further 
proof of the much greater 
regard paid.to time, than to 
eternity. They take im- 
menfe pains to‘ have them 
freed, from any awkward 
habits or attitudes of body, 
and- to furnifh them with 
graceful and fafhionable ac- 
complifhments. Thefe re- 
ceive that degree of atten- 
tion, which can be juttified 
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Catechizing Children recommended. 


only on the fuppofition of be more accurately inftrud- 


their being the. one thing 
needful. Satisfied with the 


progrefs of their children in 
Chee fuperficial embellith- 
ments, parents do not even 
enquire whether their knowl- 


» of holy {cripture, their 
oct for it,,.and their con- 
formity to it, increafe or not. 
The enlargement of the mind, 
and the regulation of the 
heart by the holy principles 
of the gofpel, are no parts of 
a  fafhionable _ education. 
From thofe trifling accom- 
plifhments, which many pa- 
rents are wholly intent upon, 
and. with which, if their chil- 
drenbe furnifhed, the former 
are: entirely fatisfied, one 
would naturally fuppofe, that 
they judged t om poflefled 
of neither underfianding. to 
cultivate, nor.fouls to, be fav- 
ed. They feem educated en- 
tirely for this world; to patfs 
a few years merrily, and then 
to drop into eternal fleep. 


LEIGHTON. 
== 


Tue following extra fhews what 
great importance was attached to 
the religious education of youth, in 
the opiiion of the moft eminent 
proteftant divines in the beginning 
of the 17th century. 


THE OPINION OF THE SYNOD’ OF 
DORT, ON THE SUBJECT OF CAT- 
ECHIZING, AS EXPRESSED NOV, 
30, 1618. 


[Tranflated for the Magazine. ] 


Tuat chriftian youth may 





ed in the fundamentals of 
true religion, and acquaint- 
ed with true piety, a three- 
fold method of catechizing 
is to be obferved: Mirf, A 
domeftic catechizing, by par- 
ents: Secondly, A. {cholaftic 
catechizing, by fchool-maf- 
ters: Thirdly, Ecclefiaftical 
catechizing, by paftors, el- 
ders and readers, or vifitors 
of the fick. And that all 
thefe may diligently perforn 
their duty, chriftian magii- 
trates are to be_requeited, 
that they. would by their au- 
thority, help forward fo ho- 
ly and neceflary a work : 
and all, to whom the infpec- 
tion of churches and vilita- 
tion of {ghools is committed, 
are to give their attention 
PrUB ey to this object. 

It is the duty of parents 
diligently to inftruct their 
children,at home, and the 
whole family committed to 
their care, according to . the 
capacity of each individual : 
to exhort them with feriouf- 
nefs and conftancy to the 
fear of God, and fincere pie- 
ty: to call and accuftom 
Raed to the holy exercifes of 
family prayer ;, to take their 
families with them to hear 
fermons ; to require of them 
to repeat in their prefence the 
fermons they have heard, ef- 
pecially fuch as relate to the 
catechifm; to.read before 
their families fome portions 





of feripture, or to give out 
certain chapters to be read 


by them; to require, that 


they commit to memory the 
more remarkable paflages ; 
to a the thine to them 


in a familiar way, accommo- 
dated totheir tender age, and 
thus prepare them for the 


f{cholaftic catechizing ; ; and 
when they go thither, they 
fhould encourage, excite and 
urge them on, as much as 
poffible. Of thefe duties, all 
parents, who need it, fhould 
be faithfully admonifhed by 
paftors, elders and vifitors of 
the fick, both in public dif- 
courfes and in L vse as 
well at the ordinary vifita- 
tion before the facrament, as 
at other convenient opportu- 
nities. If any parents, pro- 
fefling the reformed religion, 
are found negligent in this 
facred. duty, they fhall be re- 
called to it by ferious exhor- 
tations from the paftor, or, 
if the cafe require, by the 
reprehenfion and cenfure of 
the presbytery. | 

It fhall be the duty of 
fchool-mafters to exercife 
their fcholars at leaft two days 
in every week, according to 
their age and. capacity, not 
only in learning by heart, 
but alfo in underftanding the 
rudiments of the catechifm. 
For this purpofe, there fhall 
be ufed in fchools a three-fold 
Sormula of catechifm, accom- 
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modated to ~~ three-fold 
condition of you 

The frp fhall be for the 
ufe of {mall children, and 
fhall contain the apoftle’s creed, 
the Lord’s prayer, the ten com- 
mandments, and the inftitution 
of facraments and church difa 
cipline, with certain fhort 


prayers and fimple queftions. 
To which may be added cer 


tain notic shits ol pliant of 
fcripture, exci 

the fecond hall be a Fiore 

compendium of the Palatin- 
ate* catechifm, uféd in our 
churches ; in which they. 
fhould be ‘forthes inftructed, 
who have made fome prog- 
refs in the former. 

The third fhall be the 
Palatinate catechifm received 
in our churches, in which 
thofe fhall be inftructed, who 
are older, and further ad- 
vanced in learning. — 

The matters fhalltake care, 
that their {cholars not only 
commit thefe formulas to 
memery, but thoroughly 1 une 
derftand the doétrines can- 
tained in them. 

It fhall be the part of pru- 
dence and duty in paftors of 
churches publickly to deliv- 
er catechetical difcourfes, 
which fhall-be fhort, and ac- 
commodated not to the ca- 
pacity of adults only, but al- 


* That.is, the catechifm ufed in 
that province in Germany, callee 


the Palatinate. 
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fa as much as poflible to the 
capacities of children. 


After making many other import- 
ant obférvations on the fubjedt, they 
conclude in the following language : 


If all thefe things are per- 
formed with {fuitable pleaf- 
ure, alacrity, vigilance, faith, 
zeal and prudence by the 
paftors of churches, of whom 
an account of their refpective 
flocks fhall be required, there 
can be no doubt, that in a 
dhort time the abundant 
fruits of thefe labours in 
promoting faith and holinefs 
of life would, to the honour 
of God and the {fpread of 
chriftianity, appear in the 
fight of all men, and concili- 
ate favour and increafe to 


our churches. 
=a 


For the Magazine. 


MESSRS. EDITORS, 

In reading “A view or An- 
Tiguiry,” a book which certainly 
deferves to be reprinted, I find the 
following paflage of Cyprian, in 
which the floth and fterility of be« 
lievers are feverely upbraided. He 
introduces Satan, with his fons of 
perdition, thus {peakiag :— 


“J, for thofe,O Chritt, 
** whom thou feeft with. me, 
“* have neither received blows, 
“nor fuftained ftripes, nor 
“borne the crofs, nor re- 
“deemed my family with 
** the price of my paflion and 
** death ; neither do I proms 
“ife them the kingdom of 


“‘ heaven ; nor, reftoring t6 
““them immortality, do I 
*‘ call them back again to 
“* Paradife: and_ yet they 
‘“‘ prepare me gifts very 
“* precious, great, and gotten 
“too with much and long 
** labour, &c. Show me, O 
* Chrift, any of thine, ad- 
‘¢ monifhed by thy precepts, 
‘¢ that fhall receive for earth- 
“ly, heavenly things, who 
“brings thee fuch gifts? 
‘¢ By thefe, my terrene and 
“ fading gifts, [he means the 
“* ethnic fpectacles | nO man is 
“fed, none clothed, none 
“fuftained by the coms 
“fort of any meat and 
“drink; all perifh in the 
‘¢ prodigal and foolifh vanity 
** of deceiving pleafures, be- 
“< tween the madnefs of him 
‘‘ that fets them forth, and 
‘< the error of the beholders, 
‘¢ Thou premifeft eternal life 
‘to thofe that work; and | 
“yet unto mine, that per: 
‘¢ ifh, thine are {carce equal, 
*¢ who are honoured by thee 
“with divine and celeftial 
“ rewards.”*—-O, my dear 
brethren, what fhall we ans 
{wer unto thefe things ° 


=—_ 
From the Chriftian Obferver. 


THERE is, according to 
the Laodicean philofophers, a 
country fituated fomewhere 
between the frontiers of this 
world and the confines of 
Mefliah’s kingdom, coloniz- 








we 


ed by apeople, who either 
reconcile the rival interefts 
of the empires, upon which 
they border, or maintain an 
inviolate neutrality. -It is, 
however, faid, that fuch ad- 
venturers, as have wandered 
in fearch of this territory, 
have either perifhed untime- 
ly, or long time traverfed 
regions interminable. 

Dark, wafte, and wild, under the 


frown of night 
Starlefs expos’d ! 


That many in the prefent age 
appear anxious to difcover 
this neutral ground, and _ to 
pafs over in quelt thereof 
the line of demarcation, that 
feparates the realms of dark- 
nefs and light, will probably 
be admitted by moft, who 
are acquainted with the pref- 
ent ftate of the chriftian 
church. I know thy works, 
faith the Spirit to one of the 


_ Afiatic churches, that thou 


art neither cold nor hot: I 
would thou wert cold or hot / 
There is furely no afperity 
in obferving, that to perfons 
of a lukewarm charaéter, 
whofe practical conduct but 
partially correfponds with 
their doctrinal opinions, no 
work can be peculiarly wel- 
come, which afferts, and up- 
on fcriptural ground, that a 
vital faith in the Son of God 
muft evidence its reality by 
felf-denial, by crucifixion to 
the world; and while it 
teaches the felf-righteous, 
I 
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that by grace we are faved 
through faith, and that not of 
ourfelves, it is the gift of God ; 
fhrinks not from folemnly 
reminding the lukewarm 
and the flothful, that the 
Saviour himfelf declares, Be. 
hold I come quickly: and my 
reward is with me, to give eve= 
ry man according as his works 


Shall be! 


For the Magazine. 


A CROICE SPEECH OF CLEMENT, OF 
ALEXANDRIA. 


Beno.p, O man, for how 
{mall a matter the Lord doth 
give thee land to till, water 
to drink, another water, 
whereby to fend forth or ex- 
port, and to return or im- 
port thy commodities, air 
wherein to breathe, a houfe 
to cover thee from the injury 
of the weather, fire where- 
with to warm thee, and 
whereat to employ thee, a 
world wherein to dwell ; all 
thefe things fo great, fo ma- 
ny,thy Lord hath, as it were, 
rented out unto thee, at a 
very eafy rate; a little faith, 
a little thanks, fo it be true, 
fo they be hearty : and moft 
unkind thou, if thou deny 
him that rent; the earth is 
the Lord’s, and the fulne/s 
thereof; ifthen thou do not 
nesgihte®s thy Lord, be- 
ing compailed round with 
his blefiings, he, will then fay 
unto thee, Get thee out of 
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my land, and from out of 
mv houfe; touch not my 
water, partake not of my 
fruits. If I have rented thefe 
out unto thee for fo fmalla 
matter (a little thanks) and 
thou deny me that little ; 
thou haft, in fo doing, for- 
feited the whole, and I will 
requirethe forfeitureat thine 
hands. 
[View of Antiquity. 
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ANECDOTE 


‘OF A LORD, WHO KEPT A FOOL, 


THERE was a noble lord, 
who kept a fool, as fuch 
lords have been wont 
to do. One day he called 
this fool to him, and, after 
fome pleafantries, gave him 
a ftaff, ordering him to keep 
it till he fhould find a great- 
er fool than he was. Soon 
after, the noble lord was 
taken very fick, and all hopes 


Anecdote....Religious Intelligence. 


of his recovery were given 
up. He called his foof to 
him and faid, Jam going a 
long journey. ‘The fool ask- 
ed if he were well provided 
for fuch a journey. Oh, 
not at all, faidthelord. The 
fool asked where he was. go- 
ing. ‘The lord anfwered, I 
know not ; about this I am 
wholly in the dark. When 
fhall you return? faid the 
fool. O never, never, repli- 
ed the lord; but I muft go, 
andthatimmediately. What, 
faid the fool, your lerdfhip 
going a long journey, with- 
‘out having made prepara- 
tion....toa country youknow 
nothing about, never to re- 
turn, and muft go immedi- 
ately ? I muft beg your lord- 
fhip to accept this ftaff again, 
for I fhall never find a great- 
er fool. A. E. 


, . 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


THE TWELFTH GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE LONDON MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY, HELD MAY 14, 15, 
AnD 16, 1806. 


“ Wuat hath God wrought !” 
ts an exclamation, which has feldom 
been uttered with more fenfibility 
than by the members of the Miffion- 
ary Society at their fucceflive méet- 
ings, and efpecially at their twelfth 
mecting ; the particulars of which 
we have now the pleafure to record. 

“What hath God wrought !” 
faid cur friends in 1795, when the 


meafure of forming the Miffionary 
Society was fo unanimoufly adopt- 
ed—when the folemn vote was paiff- 
edon the evening of September 21% 
“Tt is the opinion of this meeting, 
That the eftablifiment of a fociety 
for fending miffionaries to the hea- 
then and unenlightened countries is 
highly defirable”——-when the places 
chofen for the firft public fervices 
were crowded with attentive hearers 
-—when about two hundred minifters 
eftified their cordial approbation of 
hedefign—and whenina few months 


many thoufand pounds flowed iate 
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the treafury of the fociety, then, a- 
gain and again, did the pious excla- 
mation proceed from a. thonfand 
tongues, ‘ What hath God 
wrought !”’ 

But furely there 1s now more a- 
bundant canfe than there was eleven 
years ago, to admire the good hand 
of God in. this matter. It is more 
than ever evident, that **the thing 
proceedeth frem the Lord ; and that 
lie deigns to accept and prove the 
ardent defires, the holy breathings, 
and the a¢tive exertions of his peo 

le, to diffufe the fragrant name of 
Fefus among thofe, who never heard 
his fame, nor faw his glory. Every 
fucceeding anniverfary ftrengthens 
this confidence in God, this lively 
hope of his effe€tual, blefling ; and, 
to fay the leaft, no preceding anni, 
verfary more than the laft. Of this, 
we believe, none could doubt, wha 
were prefent ;—-to other chriftian 
friends we can convey but a faint 
idea of the general impreflion by the 
the following detail :— 

On the evening of Tuefday, May 
13, a confiderable number of the 
minifters, who had arrived in town, 
affembled at Haberdafher’s Hall, 
when fome arrangements were made 
refpeing the public. fervices of the 
following days. _ 

On Wednefday. morning a. great 
congregation was aflembled at Surry 
Chapel, long before the time ap- 
pointed for the commencement of 
the worfhip, and notwithitanding an 
inceflant rain, which fell for 
feveral hours. Mr. Charles, a 
minitter of the eftablifhment, refident 
at Bala, in Merionethfhire, Wales, 


difcourfe at the Tabernacle, which 
was exceedingly crowded, from Pfal. 
Ixxxiv. 20, “ Have refpe& unto the 
covenant, for the dark places of the 
earth are full of the habitations of. 
cruelty.” After fome general ob- 
fervations on the Pfalm, the preacher 
fhewed, by.a detail of various partic-. 
ulars, that the heathen countries are 
filled with cruelty—that the great 
caufe of this is moral darknefs—the 
intereft the church of God feels in 
the ftate of the heathen—the way in. 
which it fhould. be expreffed—that 
God’s covenant fecures to the church 
fuccefs in undertaking miffions to 
the heathen. | 

On Thurfday morning the Socie-. 
ty held their general meeting for the 


annual bufinefs at MHaberdafher’s. 
Hall. r, J. A. Knight. began, 
with prayer. The minutes of. 


laft annual meeting were read, to- 
gether with the original plan of the, 
inftitution. ‘The report of the Di- 
rectors, containing an account of their 
proceedings during the latt year, and 
the prefent ftate of the feveral mif- 
fions undertaken by the Society, was 
read ; and, we believe, afforded much 
fatisfaction to the Members, of whom 
there was.a more numerous atten- 
dance than on any former occafion. 
The Rev. Mr. Hall, of Edinburgh, 
delivered an. animated.and impreflive 
Addrefs to the Society, exhorting 
them to perfeverance in the good 
work, and fuggefting many encour- 
aging confiderations to itrengthen 
their hearts and hands. 

On Thurfday evening, Mr. Bogue 
preached. on the appointed fubject, 
from Rom. x. 1, * Brethren, my 





preached a fermon from Haiah x. 27 , heart’s defire and prayer to God for. 
‘¢ And the yoke fhall be deftroyed, Ifrael is, that they might be faved.”’ 


becaufe of the anointing.” ‘The 
preacher confidered the text as ex- 
preflive of a diftrefling calamity, the 
bondage and flavery of finners; and 
of the means of deliverance by Chrift, 
the anointed Saviour. 

In the evening, the Rev. Mr. 
Bradley, of Mancheiter, delivered a 


Mr. Bogue confidered the ftate of 
the Jews in three periods, viz. of 
pait excellence, prefent degradation, 
and future glory ; the obligations un. 
der which we are laid to feek the 
converfion of the Jews, arifing from 
the claims of gratitude, compaflion, 
equity, juitice, and benevglence :—. 
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the means to be adopted, in order to 
effect this objeét :—and fome en- 
couraging confiderations, by which 
the duty may be urged. Mr. Frey, 
one of the houfe of Ifrael, concluded 
the fervice by prayer. 

On Friday morning, a large con- 
gregation aflembled. Mr. Whit- 
tingham, of Everton (the fucceffor 
of the memorable Mr. Berridge) de- 
livered a difcourfe from Ifaiah xi. 10, 
«* And in that day there fhall be a 
root of Jeffe, which fhall ftand for an 
enfign of the people ; to it fhall the 
Gentiles feek, and his reft fhall be 
glorious.” Mr. Whittingham con- 
fidered the prophetical declaration 
concerning the Meffiah, which the 
text contains—the glorious effects 
arifing from the full accomplifhment 
of this prophecy ; and he improved 
the fubje&t by applying it to the de- 
fign of the Miffionary Scciety. 

The pleafing folemnities of this 
Anniverfary were concluded as ufual, 
by a Sacramental Communion ; to 
which the friends of the Society 
were admitted by tickets, previouf- 
ly diftributed by the Minifters among 
the itated Communicants, of vari- 
ous denominations of Chriftians; fo 
anxious were many perfons for ac- 
commodation, that they were feated 
in Sion ‘Chapel nearly three hours 
before the time fixed for beginning. 
Much care was taken by dividing 
the whole area of this vaft place into 
diftinct compartments, marked with 
large figures, to facilitate the diftri- 
bution of the elements by the min- 
ifters to the great affembly, and to 
avoid confufion as much as poffible. 

The whole area of this vaft chapel 
being devoted to communicants, a 
far greater number than on any for- 
mer occafion united in commemorat- 
ing the dying love of that adorable 
Saviour, whofe kingdom among men 
it is the object of the Society ‘o ex- 
end, 

The liberality of the religious pub- 
lic has had another opportunity to 
maaifet’ itfelf. It was fuppofed, 





laft year, that the novelty of the 
meafure of making collections, might 
occafion a larger Fan than could af. 
terwards be expefted; but experi- 
ence has now evinced, that it was 
genuine philanthropy that opened 
the hearts and hands of our fellow 
Chriftians, fo that about one third 
more was produced by the collec- 
tions of the prefent year than of the 
paft. The Dire€ors of the Society 
derive no fmall encouragement from 
this circumftance ; asit affords ad- 
ditional reafon to hope, that, howev- 
er widely the operations of the Soci- 
ety may be extended, and confe- 
quently the expenditure increafed, 
the liberality of the ‘church of Chrift 
will porportionally be enlarged. 
This circumftance, coupled with the 
great increafe of Miffionaries, who 
have confecrated their fervices to this 
obje&t during the year paft, enlivens 
every heart with the moft cheerful 
hope, that the work of God among 
the Heathen will-profper yet more 
and more ! 

[London Evangel. Magazine.} 
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May 15, 1806, this Society held 
their feventh annual meeting at St. 
Paul’s coffee-houfe, London, which 
was more numeroufly attended than 
any former one, and proved a mect- 
ing of peculiar intereft, from the ex- 
tended exertions and growing ufeful- 
nef{s of that inititution. 

The zeal for the diffufion of di- 
vine truth, which induced the forma- 
tion of this fociety, appears to in- 
creafe in proportion as new objects 
prefent themfelves, and as the means 
of attending to them are afforded to 
the committee, from whofe report it 
appears, that in the courfe of the 
laft year, feven new tratts of the firit 
feries have been publifhed. Five 
have been tranflated, and. pub+ 
lifhed by the fociety in the Welfh 
language, one in ‘the Gaelic, one m 








the Spanifh, one in the Italian, and 
two in the German languages. That 
fince the laft report about 600,000 

of the firft feries have been iffued 
from the depofitory ; and that the 
whole number, iffued fince the com- 
mencement of the inititution in 1799, 
exceeds 2,700,000. 

That the committee have gratu- 
itioufly diftributed among the army 
and navy, to foreign prifoners of 
war, among the Roman Catholics 
in Ireland, and to other places where 
the neceflity was urgent, 110,000 
tracts, 

That the committee had com- 
mencedthe important attempt, which 
was fanctioned by the laft annual 
meeting, of fubverting the pernicious 
tracts fo extenfively circulated by 
hawkers throughout the kingdom, 
by the publication of a uew feries of 
tracts, peculiarly adapted for fale by 
fuch perfons ; defigned to be both 
entertaining and initructive, havin 
cuts, and being printed in the fame 
form as thofe ufually fold by the 
hawkers; three of which have been 
tranflated and publifhed in the 
Welch language ; and, as an induce- 
ment to fuch perfons to engage in 
the fale of them, the committee 
have fixed the price fo low as to 
yield to the venders and hawkers a 
profit fuperior to that on any other 
tracts hitherto publifhed. 

A very extenfive correfpondence 
has been opened for the furtherance 
of this concern, and about 260,000 
of the new feries of tracts have been 
already iffued; but as returns have 
not yet been received from many of 
the fociety’s agents, the exact num- 
ber fold cannot be afcertained. 

‘The committee ftrongly recom- 
mend to their chriftian brethren to 
confider the vaft importance of fub- 
verting the vicious tracts, and pro- 
fane ballads, which fupply tempta- 
tion and corruption to the rifing 
generation ; and they earneitly 
entreat every friend to religion 
andvirtue to look around on the 
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fhops nearhis refidence, which arethe 
depofitories of fuck vehicles of vice, 
and to exert his influence to intro- 
duce in their place the tracts pub- 
lithed by this fociety ; and it is ef. 
pecially defirable that wholefale ven- 
ders, who at prefent dupply the fmall 
fhops and the hawkers, fhould be 
made fully acquainted with the cir- 
cumftance of the increafed profit of 
two pence in the fhilling to be ob- 
tained by the fale of them. As it 
muft rejoice the heart of every chrif 
tian to be able m any degree to e- 
jet the poifon, or to countera& its 
deadly influence, let every reader 
ufe immediate exertion for that ime 
portant purpofe. 

‘The committee have recently pub- 
lifhed a uniform edition of the firft 
feries of traéts in two handfome vol- 
umes, the price of which is: fixed ex- 
tremely low ; but as it has neceffaril 
occafioned a heavy expenfe to the foe 
ciety, they earneftly entreat eve 
friend to promote the fale of them, 
for the purpofe of replenifhing the 
funds, and promoting the intereft of 
the inftitution. 

Several very encouraging accounts 
were related by members prefent, of 
the converfion of finners to God by 
the reading of tracts publifhed by 
this fociety ; fome of which, we 
hope, will be made public, as an ens 
couragement to perfeverance in the 
diitribution ; and as a perfuafive to 
thofe, who have not yet begun this 
work, to delay it no longer, and to 
reflect how many opportunities they 
have loft of putting tras into the 
hands of others, which might have 
been inftrumental in faving fouls 
from eternal punifhment, and leadin 
them to joys, which will never ceafe. 


[ Lon. Evan. Magazine. } 
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Tue fecond report of the com- 
mittee of this beneficent inftitution 
being publifhed, we are enabled to 
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lay befere our readers a fummary of 
its proceedings during the laft year. 

Great exertions have been. made 
to give it publicity and promote its 
fuccefs, and the advantage of thefe 
exertions is manifefted in the rapid 
increafe of the fociety’s funds, by 
the donations both of individuals.and 
congregations, and by the enlarge« 
ment of the lift of its members. 

The example of the fociety, as was 
ftated in the report of laft year, had 
extended its influence to. the conti-. 
nent, and has, as now appears, produ- 
ced there very beneficial effects. 

The Nuremberg Bible Society, 
which owed its origin to the Britifh 
fociety, has printed: 2 German Prot- 
eftant edition of the New Tefta- 
ment, which is fold at the low price 
of five pence each copy ; the ufe of 
ftanding types having enabled the foci. 
ety tofupply New ‘f'eftaments at this 
ealy rate. It was afterwards pro. 
pofed to print a complete copy of 
the Old and New ‘Teftaments by 
ftanding types, and in an improved 
form; but although the expenfe was 
e{timated only at 1000/: it was found 
difficult to colle& fo large a fum, in 
eonfequence of the calamities in 
which Germany had been involved. 
The committee refolved to affift the 
Nuremberg fociety by a farther do- 
nation of 200/. This has enabled 
them to proceed to the execution of 
their propofal, only fubftituting for the 
franding types, the ftereotype, by which 
confider: b'y more than 300,000 cop- 
ies may be printed without renewing 
the plates. A fupply of cheap Bi- 
bles will thus be afforded to the poor 
proteftants of Germany, probably 
for fome years to come. 

The expeétation held out in the re- 
port of lait year, of eftablifhing a Bi- 
ble Society at Berlin has been realiz- 
ed. It is under the dire€tion of per- 
fons of rank ; and his Pruffian Maj- 
efty has not only fignified his appro- 
bation of it, but has affifted the funds 
by a donation. 
this infUtution, its formation is ex- 


In the profpectus of 
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prefsly afcrihed to the example and 
aid of the. fociety in England ; and 
its objects are declared to be the gra- 
tuitous diftribution to the Pruffian 
poor, or the fale at. very. low prices, 
of Bibles and Teftaments, and the 
printing of a new edition of the Bo- 
hemian Scriptures. Another 100/. 
has been remitted to aid this lait ob- 
ject, and a. farther donation of the 
fame amount is promifed:to the Ber- 
lin Society, in the event. of their un. 
dertaking.to print an edition of the 
Polifh Bible. Thefe tranfactions 
were previous to the rupture between 
this country and Prouffia. 

In the laft report mention was 
made of the anxiety manifefted by 
fome Roman Catholics in ,Germany 
to procure the Scriptures, and that 
the Committee had agreed to diftrib- 
ute among them at the expenfe of 
the Society 1000 copies of the Prote. 
teftant New Teftament. This do- 
nation has been thankfully accepted. 


A Bible Society has alfo been cftab- 


hfhed at Ratifbon, fupported by Ro-. 
man Catholics, for the.exprefs pur- 
pofe of circulating the New Tefta- 

ment among their own poor, thou-, 
fands of whom have. never had an 
opportunity of reading the fcriptures. 

The tranflation employed by them. 
is faid by competent judges to be. 
unexceptionable. 

A fum of twenty ponnds has. 
been remitted to Dr. Knapp, of 
Halle, in Saxony, for the purpofe of 
{upplying the poor in Gallicia, who 
are in great want of the Scriptures, 
with Bibles from the Bible Inftiution, 
which has been eftablifhed at Halle 
for more than a century. 

‘Fo the Bible Society at Bafle 1007. 
has been fent for the purpofe of pur- 
chafing French Proteftant Bibles, to 
be fold or diftributed among the 
Swifs and French poor, at the dif- 
cretion of the Bafle Society. 

It having appeared that a great 
want of Bibles prevails in Efthonia, 
Finland, and Sweden, the Commit. 
tee refolved to grant a donation of 
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150/. to promote the circulation of 
the Scriptures inthofe parts, as foon 
asa Bible Society fhall have been 
eftablifhed there. , 

With a view to fupplying the 
French and Spanifh prifoners of war 
in this country with the Scriptures, 
a contrat has been entered into for 
a ftereotype edition of the French 
Bible ; and in the mean time 100/, 
has been expended in diftributing 
French Teftaments among them; 
and 2000 copies of the New Tefta- 
ment have been ordered to be printed 
in the Spanith language, with 1000 
extra copies of the Gofpel of St. 
Matthew only. The bounty of the 
Committee has been gratefully ac- 
knowledged by the prifoners, and a 
farther fupply has been folicited. 

The Committee have directed 1000 
German Bibles and 2000 German 
Teftaments to be procured for the 
accommodation of the natives of 
Germany, refiding in England. 

The edition of the Gofpel of St. 
John, tranflated into the Mohawk 
language, by Teyoninhokarawen, a 
chief of that nation, and printed at 
the expenfe of the Society, reached 
Montreal at the clofe of laft year. 
The Indian interpreters have declar- 
ed the tranflation to be very corrett. 

The Committee have furnifhed a 
re{peCtable clergyman in Ireland with 
1000 Teftaments for diftribution a- 
mong the Roman Catholies of that 
country, and they have agreed to 
furnifh the A ffociation at Dublin for 
promoting the knowledge of the 
Chriftian religion, with Bibles and 
Teftaments on the fame advantageous 
terms, on which they themfelves 
procure them from the Univerfity. 
It clearly appears that Bibles may 
be circulated among the Roman 
Catholics with little difficulty: a 
Society has been formed for that ex- 
prefs purpofe; and the admiffion of 
them into fchools has been recom- 
mended, even bya Roman Catholic 
Bifhop. 


The zealous exertions of the 
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friends of the inftitution in Scotland 
have been continued with unremitted 
a€tivity and great fuccefs. In thie 
good work the Presbyteries of Glaf- 
gow and Edinburgh have fignalized 
themfelves. And the Society for 
propagating Chriftian Knowledge in 
Scotland have fignified their willing- 
nefs to unite their cordial efforts 
with thofe of the Britifh and Foreign 
Bible Society. From the informa- 
tion obtained by the Committee, 
there remained no room to doubt, 
that although the Society in Scot- 
land were about to publifh an edi- 
tion of 20,000 Gaelic Bibles, a 
great want of Gaelic Bibles would 
{till neceflarily prevail. By this con- 
fideration, independently of' the 
claim which arofe from the liberality 
of the contributions received from 
Scotland, the Committee were led 
to determine on printing forthwith 
another edition of the Gaelic Scrip- 
tures of 20,000 copies. 

Tothe ifland of Jerfey, where 
the Scriptures in the French lan- 
guage, the common language of the 
ifland, were become very f{caree, the 
Committee have directed 300 cop- 
iesof the French Teftament to be 
fent for diftribution. 

The publication of the propofed 
edition of the Welch Scriptures has 
hitherto been delayed, notwithftand- 
ing the anxiety of the Committee to 
fulfil the juft expectations of the peo- 
ple of that principality, chiefly by 
impediments connected with the me- 
chanical procefs of ftereotype print- 
ing. The Welch New Teftament 
has, however, been at length com- 
pleted, and the whole Bible, it is 
hoped, will in no long time be ready 
for diftribution. Twenty thoufand 
copies of the entire Bible, and ten 
thoufand more of the New Teftament 
in 12mo. will be printed. 

In Bengal a commencement has 
been made in tranflating the Scrip- 
tures into Chinefe. In March, 
1805, the tranflation of the book of 
Genelis and the Gofpel of St. Mat- 
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thew was ina ftate of forwardnefs, 
and fome chapters of each had been 
printed. And under the aufpices of 
thecollege at Fort William, the Scrip- 
tures are in the courfe of tranflation 
into all the languages of Oriental In- 
dia.* 

Two editions of the Englifh New 
Teftanient, (Svo. and 12mo) print~ 
ed by ftereotype, under the direction 
of oe Univerfity of Cambridge, have 
been printed for the Society, and 
members may now obtain copies of 
then on applying to the Depofitary, 
19, Little Moorfields. A large edi- 
tion of the complete Bible is in the 
preis.+ 

An affociation has been formed in 
London for contributing to the fund 
ef the Britifh and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, by {mall monthly fubfcrip- 
tions, 

The different denominations of 
Chriftians at Birmingham have unit- 
ed their efforts in order to procure 
fubfcriptions for the inftitution, and 
a large contribution has been the 
fruit of their zeal. 

In clofing the report, the com- 
mitte wi/h to guard the friends of the 
fociety againit relaxing their exer- 
tions to procure contributions to its 
funds, under an idea that they are 
fufficiently ample. The completion 
of the various works already refolved 
on, will require large difburfements: 
The extent to which the Scriptures 
are cireulated will materially depend 
on the moderation of the price, at 
which they can be fold : andthe re- 
duction of price mutt be regulated 
by a regard tothe fociety’s funds, 
It would be highly defirable that the 
price could be fo reduced, as to fuit 


* We underftand that a donation of 


1000/. bas fince been voted by the Com- 
mittee in aid of this grand defign. 

+ Bibles and T: cflaments are pur- 
chafed by the Society at the, wholefale 
orice, from which, in felling them to 


members, there is a dedudion made of 20 


o m css. 
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the circumftances of the lower claff. 
es. In fhort, there is no limit to 
the beneficial operations of the infti- 
tution both at home and abroad, but 
what its funds may prefcribe. 
Much, it is admitted, has been dene 
towards accomplifhing the Society’s. 
object : but that object muft be res 
aaa as imperfectly accomplithed 
whilft any nations remain, to whom 
the bleflings of the Holy Scriptures 
have not yet been conveyed. ‘* And 
what object,’’ the committee obferve 
in conclufion, ** can be more importe 
ant ; what more worthy the united 
efforts of all chriftians ? If the Scrip- 
tures contain the doétrines of falva- 
vation ; and if there be thoufands 
and tens of thoufands, even among 
thofe profefling the religion of Chrift, 
and capable of reading the facred 
records in which it is contained, who 
are yet prevented by poverty or oth- 
er circumftances from poflefling them, 
an inftitution, thefole objeét of which 
is to fupply thefe wants, can ftand in 
need of no recommendation. Such 
an obje& will fufficiently account for 
the anon intereft, which the Bible 
Society has excited in the United 
Kingdom, and authorizes the faireft 
hopes that it will continue to receive 
the fupport of the friends of revealed 
religion. When we reflect on the 
alarming and afflictive difpenfations 
of Providence, which have vifited 
foreign nations, whilft we have been 
bleffed with an exemption from them, 
gratitude to the great Difpofer of e- 
vents in every poflible way is more 
than a common duty ; and in endeav- 
ouring to promote his honour by the 
diffufion of the Holy Scriptures, we 
difcharge but a {mall part of thofe 
folemn obligations; which his fingu- 
lar favour fo peculiarly impofes on us. 
What effets may flow from the 
moft fuccefsful labours of the Socie- 
ty is not within the limits. of hu- 
man forefight : Paul may plant, A- 
pollos may water, but it is God as. 
lone, who giveth the increafe. But 
we may be allowed to entertain @ 





reafonable expectation, that the feed 
of the word will net be fown in vain; 
and.that amongft the numbers, to 
whom it will be conveyed by the 
Society, many will receive it with 
joy, and cultivate it with profit ; and 
that the beneficial effeéts of the in- 
ftitution. will extend to tions 
yetunborn.” [Chris. Obferver.]} 





The Briftol Society, for promot- 
ing Religious Knowledge among the 
Poor, have publifhed a Third An- 
nual Report, ftating, That, fince 
their commencement, they have dif- 
tributed 110,000 Religious Traéts ; 
and encouraging their friends to new 
and increafed exertions. 


At the late anniverfary 
_ MagdalenCharity, which wasthe for- 

ty-cighth, it wasreported, That fince 
the commencement of that inftitu- 
tion no fewer than 2,400 young wo- 
men, a confiderable majority of whom 
were under twenty-one years of age, 
have been refcued from the vices and 
miferies of proftitution. The evil, 
however, ftill continues to a moft 
alarming extent ; and additional rem- 
edies are imperioufly demanded. An- 
other inftitution of a fimilar kind, 
conducted by pious perfons of evan- 
gelical principles, and under the di- 
rection of Chriftian Ladies, would 
do honour to the fex and te the na- 


tion, Ew. Mag. 





of the 





REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE 
HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCI- 
ETY, MADE AT THEIR ANNUAL 
MEETING, IN NORTHAMPTON, 
THE LAST THURSDAY IN AUG- 
usT, 1806. 


Tae Truftees would inform 
the Society, that the Miffiona- 
ries, employed the laft year, complet- 
ed their refpective miffions without 
any fpecial inconvenience, with 
honour to themfelves, and with ad- 
vantage and fuccefs to the common 
caufe. 

K 
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Rev. Mefirs. Payfon Willifton and 
Thomas H. Wood laboured in the 
counties of Onondago and Chenan- 

» each of them fifteen weeks. 

r. Wood rode 1400 miles, preach- 
ed 70 fermons, adminiftered the 
Lord’s fupper once, baptifm 15 
times, vifited 11 fchools and about 
300 families, attended feveral con- 
ferences, and diftributed the Socie- 
ty’s books.as he had opportunity, and 
found there was need. 

Mr. Willifton was not lefs ative, 
laborious and faithful in performing 
the feveral parts of his Miffion. 

Rev. Royal Phelps performed a 
Miffion to the weftward of only 8 
weeks. From his journal it appears, 
that he had a truly miflionary fpirit, 
and laboured without ceafing and to 
much effe&. Thefe miflionaries, 
who have entirely approved them- 
felves to the Truftees, affure you of 
the refpe& with which they were 
commonly treated; of the readinefs 
fhewn to hear the word preached ; 
to receive more private inftruction, 
and attend conferences for religious 
converfation. Their fervices were 
gratefully acknewledged. A repe- 
tition of fimilar ones earneftly re- 
queited, miffionary inftitutions high. 
ly eftimated, and their benevolent ex- 
ertions almoft every where thankfully 
owned. Often it was difficult for the 
people to utter 2ll they wifhed and 
experienced. In divers places an 
hearing ear was oor he hear- 
ers hung on the lips of the animated 
{peaker ; eager to hear, defirous to 
improve, flow to depart, and ready 
to return. Impreflions were made 
by the truth, faithfully and power. 
fully preached, which, it is hoped, 
will be permanent. The Holy Spir- | 
it working effectually with the word, 
renewing the heart, and reforming 
the life. They ftate, that fuch ts 
the deftitute and ‘thelplefs condition 
of many of the new fettlements, that 
they dl and probably will 
long, all, which the funds of 
this fociety, and other focieties will 
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be able todo for their relief. Many 
of the infant plantations are {mall 
and fcattered : fome of them are di- 
vided in their religious opinions, and 
fome are broken by fharp and un- 
chriftian contentions. Mefirs. Wil- 
lifton and Wood had a friendly in- 
terview with the New-Stockbridge 
Indians, under the immediate care of 
the Rev. Jonn Serceant. Some- 
thing was faid relative to a miflion 
among fome remote tribes of Indians, 
particularly the Miami and Dela- 
ware. . Though at prefént your 
funds are {mall, and though few ate 
qualified and inclined to undertake 
fiich a miffion, and, though yet little 
is doing, the friends of fouls are ¢ar- 
neftly looking for the time when a 
wider door may be opened to preach 
to the natives the everlafting gofpel 
of the bleffed God and otr Saviour. 

Rev. Mefirs. Jofeph Field, Samu- 
e] Sewall and John Dntton fulfilled 
a miffior in thé whole of fifty-four 
weeks in the counties of Oxford and 
Kennebec, in the Diftri€&t of Maine. 
Mr: Field preached 83 times; 35 
on the Lord’s day, and 48 on other 
days; adminiftered the Lord’s fup- 
per four times and feven baptifms ; 
infpected fehools, and attended fune- 
rals. Mr. Sewall rode nearly 1400 
miles, preached 133 fermons, vifited 

rivate families, attendedconferences, 
and performed other miffionary la+ 
bours. 

Mr. Dutton was equally difpofed 
and enabled to difcharge the import- 
ant triuft committed to him. They 
rendered ifeful fervices to the focie- 
ty ; their labours were gratefully re- 
ceived, and crowned with fuccefs. 
All your miffionaries agree in the u- 
tility and neceflity of continuing 
thefe miffions, of increafing the num- 
ber of labourers; and contraéting the 
field of labour. 

The labourers being few, and the 
harveft plenteous, and defirous of do- 
ing more good, the field of labour 
may be improperly extended, and 
the propofed effe&t diminifhed. Ev- 
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ery thing cannot be effected, and 
fhould not be attempted by a few 
perfons in a fhort time, embracing a 
large extent of territory in their come 
miffion. Fearing leit they fhould 
not do what is expe¢ted and allotted 
them, they are induced to pafs rap- 
idly from place to place, and leffen 
their minifterial fervices. ‘They can- 
not do what they would. Could 
three objeéts be gained ; an increafe 
of miffionarties; a contraétion of their 
limits, and a lengthening of their 
miffions, much greater. good would 
be effeed. At prefent, neceflity 
reftrains your operations. Provi- 
dence may in time remove thefe dif 
ficulties, brighten your profpects, 
and enlarge your funds, and furnith 
fufficient numbers to preach in re- 
moté parts the unfearchable riches 
of Curist, to the inftruction, con- 
verfion and falvation of many thou 
{ands of precious and immortal fouls. 
Larger contributions have been 
made to the funds in the new fettle- 
ments the laft year, than before. 

The Truftees at their laft annual 
theeting appropriated for the prefent 
year, for miflions a fum not exceeding 
900 dollars, and for books the fum 
of 400 dollars. You have now five 
miffionaries in your employment—= 
Rev. Meffrs. Jofeph Blodget, David 
H. Willifton, John Dutton, Royal 
Phelps, and Nathaniel Dutton. 
Mefirs. Blodget, Willifton and John 
Dutton are employed in Oxford and 
Kennebec counties for fifty weeks 
in the whole. Meffrs: Phelps and 
Nathaniel Dutton are employed in 
Onondago and Chenango counties, 
and on the Black river for fifty-two 
weeks, making in the whole 102 
weeks’ fertice Yor 856 dollars. 

As yet but a few communications 
have been received from the miffiona- 
ries. Thofe, which have been, are 
of an encouraging and pleafing na- 
ture. As in former years, the Truf> 
teesin this, have attended to the 
diftribution of books, They con+ 
ceive that this object claims ’ jul 








and much attention, and muft claim 
it in future. In this way continual 
and rich inftruction is eafily, cheaply 
and extenfively diffufed. 3 
' Availing themfelves ofa large im- 
preffion of Vincent’s Explanation of 
the Affembly’s Catechifm, a very 
valuable work, made at the defire. of 
feveral Affociations, the ‘Truftees 
have taken for the Society’s benefit 
700 copies at a very reafonable 
price ; 16@ of which have been ex- 
changed for 2000 fheets of Traéts 
and other works proper for diftribu- 
tion. Bound with Vincent, is a 
well written addrefs on the fubjeét 
of prayer and family religion, by 
Rev. Dr. Trumbull. The nett 
profits of a good work, called the 
Panophift, ariling from the fales in 
this county, have been offered by the 
Editors for your benefit.; and wil] 
add between 70 and 100 dollars to 
your funds for he prefent 
year. The Truftees flate, that 
feveral donatiGns have been made 
by individuals,’ well wifhers to 
the caufe, Hon, William Phillips, 
efq. of Bofton, has made one of 50 
dollars ; which has been acknowl. 
edged in a letter of thanks addrefled 
to him.—Liberal fums have been re- 
. ceived this year from the Female Af, 
fociation, It is believed that many 
ftreams will yet flow from that 
fource into your treafury, which will 
benefit and rejoice thofe, who need 
and defire pious inftruction. ‘The 
charitable contributions, made at dif- 
ferent times fince the laf mecting, 
have inereafed the funds. The an- 
nuities have been generally, though 
not wholly, paid. Various reafons 
may have produced g temporary de- 
lay. Seafonable payments are ufe- 
ful and enriching to the funds ;_as 
monies, not foan needed, are loaned, 
The monies, which have been receiv- 
ed for the funds, amount to 1303 
dollars 344 cents. 
The Truftees hope they can fay, 

Hitherto hath the Lord owned and 
profpered the inftitution. Many 
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lave been difpofed to advance this 
great and good work.—While fome 
have readily honoured the Lorp 
with their fubftance, and repeatedly 
confecrated a part of their earthly 
treafuresto charitable ufes; others 
have been fpund and inclined to car- 
ry into full effeé& the benevolent de- 
figns of the Society. The liberal 
aid afforded by numergus female ai- 
fociations for the purchafe of Bibles 
and other fuitable books, fhould not 
be forgotten and fupprefled. No 
{mall praifeis due to Gop for this 
very thing. Itis what might have 
been looked for from the readinefs 
of pious and charitable women to do 
good ; from their compaffion for 
fouls, and their. earneft defire to 
{pread the truth. : 

The prefent ftate ofthe funds will 
not let us doubt of being able to fur- 
nith future fupplies. for our diftant 
fettlemenis. But, fince continued 
efforts - require continued fupplies, 
the friends of Curist and humanity 
will not difcontinue them, Having 
begun well, they will go on and 
further the important defign. Ma- 
ny confiderations will powerfully re- 
fift fainting and. wearinefs in this ac- 
ceptable fervice of chriftian love. It 
will be ufeful frequently to recollect 
how many focieties of chriftians are 
engaged in this work. With what 
views, in what ways, and to what 
glorious purpofes they purfue it: 
How their love and zeal, their faith 
and hope grow exceedingly. Plans 
are ripened, means provided, and in- 
ftruments furnifhed, to undertake 
very laborious, difficult and hazard 
ous enterprizes in the caufe of. the 
dear Immanuel. In Europe this 
work is purfued with unyemitted af- 
fiduity and unabated zeal, with fan- 
guine expectation and ever memora~ 
ble fuccefs. In this country too, 
the fame fpirit, kindled. from above, 
glows, {preads and itrengthens. Al- 
mofi, throughout the United States 
fimilar focieties are formed, meafures 
adopted, monies collected, and per- 
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fous employed to fpread the favour 
of divine truth far and wide. The 
gofpel ef Curist is thus preached 
to multitudes, who, without fuch 
benevolent aid, would live deftitute 
of the means of grace, plunge deep 
into ignoranceand error, and probably 
traafmit a dreadful and odious inheri- 
tance of ignorance, error and corrup- 
tion to their pofterity. It is not eafy 
for thofe, who have been always fa- 
voured with a fulnefs of religious 
advantages, duly to eftimate their 
own mercies, or keenly feel for their 
brethren, famifhing for want of the 
bread of life. 

It is refrefhing and animating to 
dwell ypon the good already pro+ 
duced. The folitary place hath 
been made glad, and in the defert 
they have fung the fongs of Zion. 
Churches have been planted, mimif- 
ters fettled, and the word and inftitu- 
tions of Curist have proved the 
power of Gop and the‘ wifdom of 
Gop unto the fpiritual good of per- 
ifhing finners. The eyes of the 
blind have been opened, and the 
ears of the deaf have been unftop- 
ped ; the lame have leaped, and the 
dumb have fung the praifes of re- 
deeming love. Chriftians have been 
edified, quickened, comforted and 
fanctified by the truth, ordinances 
and grace of Chrift. ‘This is the 
work of God ; wondrous and joyeus 
to our minds and hearts. 

It is an high honour to be work. 
ers together with God in forwardin 
the work of redemption, in building 
up Zion, in bringing finners to the 
seria and obedience of the 
faith, and preparing them for immor- 
tal bleffednefs. 

It is well to refle& that much _re- 
mains to be done; that much may 
be done by good people ; that much 
is expected of them; that for this 
purpofe God beftows his bounties ; 
that all, which they and others call 
their own, is the Lord’s ; that he 
demands a portion of what he gives, 
for his more immediate ufe. Such 
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an application is acceptable; an 
odour of a {weet fmelling favour uhts 
God. He can abundantly’ Blefs 
you for your labours of love in his 
caufe. He can conftantly fatisfy 
liberal and holy fouls from his 6wn 
all-fufficiency, and the inexhauftible 
fulnefs of Jefus Chrift. Animated 
by fuch powerful confiderations, im- 
pelled by fuch weighty motives, 
will not the friends of Chrift and of 
mankind perfevére in their prayers 
and liberalities, their fervices and 
efforts, until, by the grace’ of God, 
the wildernefs fhall univerfally be- 
come like Eden, and the defert like 
the garden of the Lord ? 

The Truftees fuggeft to the So- 
ciety the expediency of recommiend. 
ing to the feveral congregational and 
presbyterian focieties in the'eounty, 
a contribution to aid the funds of 
the Society, to be made on the an- 
nual Thankfgiving, or on forte 
Lord’s day near, as fhall bé judged 
moft eligible ; and that this réport 
fhould be publifhed, circulated, and 
previoufly read in public. Whié 
doing good to others, you may 
humbly hope, that God, who both 
minifters feed to the fower and bread 
to the eater, will not let you lack ny 
good thing ; and that he will incréafe 
the fruits of your righteoufnefs ; that 
you may be enriched unto ail boun_ 
tifulnefs; for which liberality of 
yours, many thankf{givings will be 
rendered unto God through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. cae 

Inthe name of the Truflees, 

Samvuer Hopkins, V. Prefident. 





Extra of a letter from Southampton, 
Moaffachufetts, dated Odober 28, 
1806, to one of the Editors. 


———“ Tye ferious attention in 
thefe parts is much as in fome 
months paft ; | perhaps there is lefs 
engagednefs in thofe places where 
it firft began. We fear, that the 
Spirit of God is about to depart 
from us ; but are confoled with the 
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idea, that if this fhould be the cafe, 
the number of God’s: children is 
greatly increafed. There has been 
a moft extraordinary work in this 
town. Inan important fenfe, it ap- 
pears like anew place. Some whole 
farhilies give good evidence of a 
change from fin to holinefs,” 


Se 


MR. HIDDEN’S MISSION, &c. 


Tue Society for propagating 
the Gofpel among the Indians 
and others in Siocshich taasice, 
at their meeting in May laft appoint- 
ed four miffionaries, viz. Rev.Samu- 
el Hidden, of Tamworth, (N. H.) 
for three months; Rev. Daniel Oli- 
ver, for eight months; Rev. Alex- 
ander M’Lean, for eight months, 
~ and Rev. Amafa Smith, for fix 
menths. Mr. M’Lean, on account 
of ficknefs, and Mr. Smith for other 
reafons, have failed to execute the 
fervice afligned them ; and the Rev, 
Reuben Puffer, of Berlin, and the 
Rev. Jonathan Powers, of Penob{cot, 
were appointed eachfor three months, 
in their places. Mr. Puffer declin- 
ed the fervice, on account of the 
latenefs of the feafon. No informa- 
tion has been received from Mr. Pow- 
ers, who is fuppofed to have proceed. 
ed on his miffion; as has Mr.. Oliver. 
Mr. Hidden completed his mifhienary 
labours, in the counties of York and 
Oxford, early in November. His 
journal has been received; from 
which it appears, that he has travelled 
about feven hundred miles, preached 
ninety-two fermons ; baptized feven 
adult perfons, one by immerfion, and 
forty-three children ; received twen- 
ty-four perfons into church commun. 
jon; vifited twenty-feven aged and 
fick perfons; eftablifhed fourfchools ; 
adminiftered the Lord’s fupper four 
times ; vilited eleven fchaols, and 
fixty families, and diftributed about 
two hundred books. Mr. Hidden 
ebferves, that * the weather was fo 


favourable during the whole of his 
miffion, (of three months) that he 
was hindered from travelling but a 
fingle day ;”” that ** people in gener 
al were very ready to attend on the 
word and ordinances of God ;” that 
‘many manifefted warm gratitude 
to God, and thankfulnefs to the fo- 
ciety for their notice of them ;” 
that ** he found the fchools, which 
had been begun by the fociety, in ex- 
cellent order.” Of the imhabitants 
in many of the towns he vifited, he 
fpeake in terms of high commenda- 
tion, for their induftry, frugality, 
peace and order ; and particularly, 
for their attention and exertions in 
educating their children. Of the 
town of Love particularly, contain- 
ing forty families, all of the Congre- 
gational denomination, he fays, 
‘there is the greateft attention to 
religian in this place, according to 
the nudmber of é, and the 
leaft enthwfiafm, F ever faw.’’ ‘Sab. 
bath, Nov. 2, preached at Lovel, 
and adminiftered the Lord’s fupper ; 
received nineteen ns into the 
church ; ized one adult and ten 
children, One received into the 
church was feventy-nine years old, 
another fixteen, Godts doing won- 
ders here. This wae one of the 
moit folemn and joyful days I ever 
faw.”? Though few in number, 
they contemplate fettling a minifter 
among them. The church, in a 
letter to the fecretary, in very af- 
feStionate terms exprefs their grates 
ful acknowledgments to God and te 
the fociety, for «fending miffionaries 
to preach to poor, perifhing finners, 
the unfearchable riches of Chrift.” 
They fpeak of the fuceefs of Mr. 
Hidden’s labours a them, as 
*« wonderful ;” ¢wcntyeone have been 
added to their church, under his min« 
iftration, im €thié fimall fettlement. 
They conclude by expreffing theit 
earnett defrre that * we, who fend, 
and they, who receive, may unite in 
our prayers to Ged, that he would 
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continue the gofpel among them.” 
A letter to the fociety, of like’ im- 
port, has been received from the in- 
habitants of the town of Albany. — 

From the acceptance and fuccefs 
of Mr. Hidden’s labours, and the 
good difpofitions manifefted by the 


Obituary. 


peoples to whom he was fent, the 
ociety have great reafon to be fatise 
fied with their miffionary, and much 
€ncouragement to continue their ate 
tentions to thofe, who fo gratefully 
reecive, and fo commendably ime 
prove them. ne. 


. ’ 


OBITUARY. 


For the Magazine. 
Meffrs. Editors, 


To fome of your readers it need 
not now be told that the God of 
Providence has recently vifited a re- 
fpeftable family in Greenland with 
repeated and painful bereavements. 
It may not, however, be either un- 
interefting or unprofitable, even to 
fuch readers, to perufe abrief recital. 
In the lively hope, that HE, who is 
the God of religion, as well as of 
Providence, will heal the wounded 
mind, and wipe the weeping eye of 
parental affection, the fucceeding 
ftatement is fubmitted to your difpo- 
fal by a friend of the diftrefled. 

FIDELIS. 
New-Hampfhire, Aug. 20, 1806. 


Iris with painful fenfibility we 
announce the defolation, which 
death has effected in the family of 
Mr. Georceé Bracxet, of Green- 
land. On him and his beloved con- 
fort the chaftening rod has been fuf- 
fered to fall with diftrefling weight, 
and in repeated ftrokes. Ina little 
more than three years they have loft 
by confumption three amiable and 
beloved daughters. And - during 
this fhort period, the bitternefs of 
their affliction has been increafed b 


the diftrefling death of a refpettted 


fon-in-elaw. 


Mrs. Sarry Yeaton, wife of 
Mr. Yeaton, of Alexandria, State 
of Virginia, died July 28th, 1803, 
et SG + ee 


Mifs Eveanor Bracket, after 
enduring the ravages of a diftrefsful 
difeafe with a fortitude and fubmif. 
fion aftonifhing to all who knew 
her, died triumphant October 13th, 
1804, zt. 26. ' TiN 


Capt. Sewarp departed this life 
in one of the fouthern ports of our 
country early in the fpring of 1805. 


To this melancholy detail we have 
the forrowful task of adding an 
account of the lamented death of 
Mrs. Hannan Sewarp. Some 
time in the fummer of 1805, fhe was 
attacked with fymptoms, which de- 
noted a confumption. Thofe fymp- 
toms rapidly increafed; and her 
complaints prevailed, in defpite of 
every effort for her relief. Her fick. 
nefs was long and diftrefling ; but 
fhe fupported it with a patience and 
refignation, at once delightful and 
furprizing. She died without a figh 
or a groan, July 29th, 1806, et. 30. 

Paufe, reader, and drop a ‘tear to 
the memory of departed worth. At 
the grave of the dear deceafed hu- 
manity filently bows. Her placid 
countenance wears a penfive melan- 








choly. She weeps over the athes of 
her much loved daughter. Nor will 
fhe forbid our weeping with her. 

Inthe early fate of this amiable 
woman, her family, her friends, the 
poor, and the extenfive circle of ac- 
quaintance, have fuftained a painful 
lofs.. She was lovely in her life; 
fhe was precious in death, And 
now fhe flumbers in the fileat grave. 
Yes, all of her that was mortal, 
moulders in *¢ that houfe appointed 
for all the living.” Ah! how cold 
is that heart, that was once fo warm 
with benevolence! Forever clofed 
are the eyes, that ufed to open at 
the fofteft figh of woe. Sealed in 
the long filence of death are the lips, 
on which the law of kindnefs fat. 
Stiffened are the arms that were even 
to the laft* extended in aéts of benef- 
icence and charity. Motionlefs are 
the feet, which were wont to haften 
to the relief of indigence. Sainted 
fpirit, farewell !~ Adieu, thou dear 
departed friend! Though thy 
fhrouded body lies mouldering in the 
duft, thy virtues fhall ftill live in our 
fond recolle&tions ; and at thine urn 
faithful friendfhip will not ceafe to 
figh. 


Nov. 20th, 1806. 


The obituary notices recorded a- 
bove, were prepared for infer- 
tion in the fifth number of the 


*To record in detail the generous 
and charitable diftributions of property, 
which occupied the laft days of her mor- 
tal life, would fwell this note to an un- 
due length. It muff not be attempted. 
One inflance, however, the writer of this 
obituary cannot pafs over unnoticed. 
After her deceafe, a letter was tranf- 
mitted to the Secretary of the Pifcata- 

ua Miffionary Society, in which fhe 
bad enclofed one hundred dollars, de- 
voted ta the aid of that inftitution. 


Obituary. 
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Magazine for the year 1806. 

—Their publication has till now 
been prevented by  circumftances, 
which it is unneceflary to recite. 
With fympathetic and forrowful e- 
motions we announce, that the afflic- 
ted Parents, of whom we have been 
{peaking, have been called in Provi- 
dence to part with another amiable 
and beloved daughter. 


Mifs Nancy Bracket died Nov. 
2d, 1806, ext. 19. If cefulaefs 
of perfon, if fuavity of difpofition, if 
modefty of deportment, if parental 
tendernefs, if fraternal fondnefs, if 
the ftrongeft reafows for defiring 
life, or the forming bonds of hon- 
ourable love, could have arrefted the 
progrefs of confuming ficknefs, the 
lamented Nancy would not have 
died. But no. Death had marked 
her his victim.  Friendfhip ear- 
ly apprehended the danger of her 
cafe. And fhe herfelf forefaw what 
muft be her fate. She had feen her 
fifters languifh, droop and die ; and 
had told her friends, that as they had 
gone, fo fhe fhould fhortly go.— 
She’s gone; gone, to return no 
more forever : but gone, we truft, 
to her everlafting gain. The foul 
of fympathy will weep over her de- 
parted daughter. The intelligent 
reader will drop a tear to her memo- 
ry, and addrefs a prayer to that Be- 
ing, who is the patron of the diftreff- 
ed, and with whom compafiion is a 
darling attribute. He will importu- 
nately implore for the bereaved circle 
every fupport and every comfort. 
He will befeech the All-Gracious to 
heal the bleeding heart of difappoint- 
ed love....to foothe the flowing for- 
rows of paternal tendernefs....to 
bind up the wounded fpirit of fra- 
ternal affeCtion, and make each a- 
wakening difpenfation of God’s a- 
dorable Providence produétive of ev- 
erlafting good. 
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Poetry. 
POETRY. 


LONGING FOR A SIGHT- OF GoD’s 
PROCEEDINGS WITH HIS PEOPLE, 


O ror a faith to fee my God, 
With reconciled face, 

Fulfilling, as he fhakes the rod, 
His purpofes of grace ! 


Chattifing with a father’s care 
A low’dthough ftubborn child, 
So prone to fall in ev’ry fnare, 


So foon by fin beguil’d. 


Sure fuch a pleafing fight as this 
Would urge my foul to fly 

With rapid wing to tafte- the blifs 
Of faints above the sky. 


Then all the gloomy doubts and 

fears, 
Which tear my throbbing breaft, 
Would vanifh with thofe anxious 
cares, 


That now difturb my reft. 


a* 


No more Id grieve to bear the crofs, 
Though low it bent me down, 

But fmile at danger, pains and lofs, 
While faith would feize the crown. 


ee me 


INABILITY OF MAN TO COMPRE#- 
HEND THE PLAN ®F DIVINE GOv- 
-ERNMENT. 


One part, one little part, we dime 
ly fcan, 
Through the dark medium of life’ 
fev’rifh dream ; 


Yet dare arraign the whole ftupen- 
dous plan, * 

If but that little part incongruous 

iaietaaedekoudonsaha 

Nor 3s that part § what more 
tals ae : — 3 

Oft from apparent ills our bleffings 
rife— 

O ! then renounce that impious felf- 
efteem, 

ert to trace the fecrets of the 
skies ; 

For thou art but of duf—de bumble 
and be wife. 


BeatTrie. 


TRUTH. 


Se1z£ upon truth where’er’tis found, 
ones yourfriends—among your 
oes, 
On chriftian or qn heathen ground, 
The flower’s divine where’er it 
rows ; 
Negle& the prickles, and affume 
the rofe, 
Warts. 





